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EDITORIAL 
The Tithe 


One of the obligations and privileges of the 
Christian is providing the material means whereby 
the work of God’s Kingdom is carried on. This is 


«stewardship; the regarding of money as something 


entrusted to us and for the right use of which 
‘we are held accountable. 


The principle of the tithe did not begin with 
the giving of the law to Israel but dates back cer- 
ipinly to the time of Abraham, and probably be- 
fore. Abraham gave “tithes of all” to Melchizedek, 
apparently because this was a recognized pro- 
éedure of that day. 


In these days of the grace of our Lord we still 
have the tithe as a basis of giving, not of neces- 
sity but out of love for the Ono who died for our 
sins. 


The writer would commend tithing to every 
Christian for a number of practical reasons. 


1. It is a system of giving which God evidently 
established for man, long before the law; just as 
He set aside one day in seven as a day of rest, 
at‘the time of creation. 


2. This system was incorporated in the law and 
evidently carried on over into the New Testament 
Church altho many did not stop with the tithe but 
gave much more. 


3. Tithing provides a systematic method of 
giving which is practical and business-like. It is 
difficult for those who are not tithers to give in 
other than a hap-hazard manner. 


4. The tither soon finds that he or she has funds 
in hand to meet the many calls for the work of the 
Church and the need of the saints. 


5. Happy is that man who arrives at the place 
where he had rather go in want than use that 
portion of his income which he ‘has dedicated to 
the Lord’s work. 


6. Happy is that Church whose membership in- 
cludes a number of men and women who tithe. 
The budget is easily raised and the work of the 
Church goes forward more smoothly. 


A 
= 


7. As a matter of divine arithmetic, it is a simple 
fact that the tither finds that the nine-tenths left 
will go much further than ten-tenths reserved for 
self. This in itself is certainly not the motive for 
tithing, but it is a resulting corollary which proves 
that God blesses such giving. 


8. Finally, tithing should be done in a business- 
like way. A record of income (“as God hath pros- 
pered’’) should be kept and then payments from 
this fund should be recorded. A “tithe book” is 
the best method. 


To those who doubt we urge the reading of 
Malachi 3:8-10, “Will a man rob God? Yet ye 
have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we 
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are 
cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even 
this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, 
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of hea- 
ven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it.” 


In this as in everything else, God is faithful. 
Prove Him and see! —L.N.B. 





‘Except They Be Agreed?’ 
(Amos 3:3) 


It is a foolish thing to try to walk together un- 
less we have agreed. Some men, like Enoch, Noah, 
Abraham, have walked with God. But no one can 
walk with God until the two agree. 


As suggested by the margin of Revised Version, 
we must “make an appointment.” We have to 
“get together” before we can “walk together.” 


Sin has separated man from God. Cain went out 
from the presence of God; the prodigal] son went 
into a far country; all we like sheep have gone 
astray; Jesus saw the multitudes wandering; 
“aliens from the commonwealth of Israel.’ Men 
are traveling their own way instead of God’s way. 


There is only one Mediator between God and 
man, the Man Christ Jesus. “He is our peace.” 
If sinful men ever walk with God, they will have 
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to have an appointment through Jesus Christ. 
It is “at the cross’ where we must get together. 


Men will never “walk together” as a happy 
family of nations until our hearts are united in 
Christ. It is useless to talk of other means of 
making our world “one world.” People are imagin- 
ing and planning many “vain things.”” Why not 
stop and read the proclamation of God in the sec- 
ond Psalm? It would save lots of time and expense 
and worry. 


There are two “ways”; one is God’s, the other 
is Satan’s; one leads to life, the other to de- 
struction. We cannot walk both ways. We will have 
to choose. “Stand in the ways and see and ask 
for the old path wherein is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” 


We raust also agree on the Rate of travelling. 
In these days of varied means of transportation, 
we will have to decide on whether we want to go 
by plane, or automobile, or train, or to “walk.” 
Even when two literally walk, they will have to 
decide on how fast they will walk, or they will soon 
be separated. 


When we “walk with God’ we must “wait on 
the Lord.’ He has His own time, His rate of travel. 
Some of us want to “run before Him’; some want 
to lag behind. We must “tarry” or “go” as He 
directs, and as He goes with us. Paul is a fine 
example of walking with God. Both his “steps” 
and his “stops”, as someone has said, were ordered 
of the Lord. 


aw 

We must also agree on what we will do along 
the way. If one man- wants to pick flowers and 
the other catch fish; if one gets his enjoyment 
at the road house, and the other, the church; if 
one wishes to be kind and helpful to his fellow 
travellers, and the other is cold and selfish; in 
short, if one is engaged in doing evil, and the 
other in doing good, there can be no real com- 
panionship by the way, no real “walking together.” 


No! If we walk with God, we must walk “in 
the light,” we must “walk in wisdom,” we must 
“walk in love,” we must “walk as He walked” 
when in the flesh. 


Have we “made our appointment’? Have we set 
our face toward the Celestial City? Are we walk- 
ing with Him, engaged in the business of the King? 


(This question is a good one for two young 
people to ponder before a hasty marriage; for two 
business men to study before they go in business 
together; for churches to consider before trying 
union without unity, for nations with opposite 
uttitudes and ideologies when they think of alli- 
ances.) —J.K. 





‘What Have They Seen 
In Thine House?’ 


Is. 39:4; 2 Kings 20:15. (Compare 2 Chron. 
32:31). 


“The desperate need of America is two million 
(or more) new houses.” The need is not so much 
for Houses-as for Homes. There is a big differ- 
ence. 


Put the word Christian before Homes and our 
statement 1s doubly true. That is the great need 
of our country. 


Hezekiah, like many other good men, seemed 
to have failed in his home. He certainly failed to 
show the ambassadors from Babylon the most im- 
portant part of his home—“the wonder that God 
had done in the land.’”’ God had done marvellous 
things for Hezekiah and for Judah, but he showed 
the messengers all the material wealth of his 
house, and forgot to show the other. 


May we come now to our own time, and our 
Homes? We are desperately in need of New 
Homes: 


I. Homes With A New Atmosphere 


Pittsburgh is a smoky city; London is foggy; 
some cities are dusty; others full of disease germs. 
Our homes are like our cities. The atmosphere 
needs renovation. 


A new atmosphere of Reverence and Godly 
Fear. Hezekiah “walked softly” after he learned 
that he had only fifteen more years to walk. We, 
too, ought to “walk softly” as in the very pres- 
ence of God. 


Of Faith and Confidence in each other. Faith 
in God to take the place of unbelief and doubt; 
faith in each other to cure our distrust and jeal- 
ousy. To have a strong home, we must learn to 
trust. 


Of Love and Unselfishness. Homes are being 
torn asunder. The tie that binds will have to be 
that of unselfish, serving Love. 


Of Obedience to God’s commands. Obedience 
in the setting up of the home; obedience in the 
management of the home. Only God can make a 
tree, and only God can make a beautiful home, 
We must follow His rules. ' 


Of Peace and Joy. The deadly fever of the world 
has caught our homes. Real happiness is no longer 
found there. Only the quieting hand of the Great 
Physician can bring peace and joy. 


Above all, a new atmosphere of Prayer. The 
family altar will do more to create and preserve 
our homes than anything else. “Go back to Bethel 
and build our altars,’ when our homes are falling 
apart. 


Il. Homes With New Ideals 


What seems to be the ideal of most American 
homes today? Make money, buy all the modern 
conveniences, improve the appearance of house 
and grounds. These are all good as far as they go, 
but, 


What about the higher, nobler, finer Spiritual 
values. Are we really Living, or only existing? Is 
character being developed? Are we placing the 
emphasis where it belongs? 


What about our children? Is the soul of the 
child our chief concern, or the body? If you 
had walked up to some of our early homes in this 
country, you would have found only a rough, 
ugly log cabin: if you had walked in, you would 
have found the plainest furniture and the crudest 
methods of cooking: but in those. homes were 
trained some of the bravest and best men and 
women of the world. Are our painted and polished 
homes training such men today? 


What about the “inner braces,” those great 
traits of character that stand the storms? The 
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brace of Honesty; of Purity; of Industry; of 
Courage? 


In a word, is our ideal the “hidden man of the 
heart” or the external shell in which he lives? 


III. Homes With A New Influence 


The Christian Home made America. We have 
our fine communities because we had some fine 
homes to start with. We have our churches because 
we first had homes. Our nation is great not be- 
cause of inventions, industries and magnificent 
public buildings, but on account of Christian homes 
that dot its country-side. 


Our homes exert a tremendous influence, not 
only on the nation and all its institutions, but 
on the men and women who visit us in our homes. 
One of our greatest public men found himself 
slipping spiritually. Leaving his office and work 
he went back to his old humble home and his moth- 


er, and there regained his ideals. Would that more 
of our men of affairs could go back and do the 
same thing! A former Catholic priest, turned 
skeptic, came to this country and “his hap” was 
to land in the home of a consecrated Presbyterian 
and his noble wife. The result was a new man and 
a preacher of the Gospel. 


If only Hezekiah had showed those ambassadors 
something beside, and something far more precious, 
than his gold and treasures! Subsequent history 
might have been far different. 


May we change two words in our question and 
then close. ‘‘What does God see in our homes?” 
We cannot hide our homes from Him. We may 
hide their inner ugliness from man, but not from 
God. He Who knows our hearts knows our homes. 


We will get our 2,000,000 new houses. Will we 
get 2,000,000 new homes? —J. K. P. 





The Liberal Attack Upon The 
Supernatural Christ 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* . 


In articles appearing in the Christian Observer 
of March 13th and in the Presbyterian Outlook for 
April 8th, Dr. Walter L. Lingle paints the Au- 
burn Affirmation as a constitutional protest 
against an effort of the USA General Assembly 
to set up new doctrinal standards. No doubt the 
constitutional claim caught many of the unwary 
ministers of the USA Church and led them to 
sign the Auburn Affirmation. But when Dr. Lingle 
goes on and cites with endorsement such a 
“liberal” leader of the movement as Dr. Henry S. 
Coffin when he says that “our objection was con- 
stitutional not doctrinal’? we must demur. On the 
contrary it is the contention of this article that 
these “liberal’’ leaders in the USA Church had and 
have as their aim the opening of the doors of 
Presbyterian ordination to men who do not ac- 
cept the supernatural Christ in His preexistent 
Deity, in His Virgin Birth, in His substitutionary 
atonement, in His bodily Resurrection and in His 
personal Return in glory. In support of this po- 
sition we set forth the following facts. 


(1). The trouble in the USA Church did not 
slart where Dr. Lingle begins with the action of 
the 1910 USA Assembly in passing a resolution 
setting up five points as necessary for ordination. 
The trouble began with candidates for licensure 
and ordination who were unable to accept the Vir- 
gin Birth and the bodily Resurrection in New 
York Presbytery. Objection of these ordinations 
were filed before the General Assembly and an 
effort made to bring the recalcitrant presbytery 
to book. But moderate men in the USA Assembly 
urged milder measures and the “five points’ were 
passed as such a compromise measure. It was hoped 
by conservative members of New York Presby- 
tery that the simple enunciation of the fact that 
the General Assembly regarded these points as 
among the teaching held necessary for ordination, 


without sharp action against the individuals or 
against their presbytery, would be sufficient to 
deter any additional ordinations of the kind. When 
the first kindly effort was not successful, the 
same action was repeated in 1916 and again in 
1923: The USA “liberals” made no Auburn Af- 
firmation against either the 1910 or the 1916 
action, as they would have done had their in- 
terest in the matter been wholly constitutional. 
They quietly bided their time, getting their men 
ordained and into prominent churches and no 
doubt happy that the Assembly was content with 
such mild measures. It was only after the third 
action when they could not expect further patience 
from the General Assembly for their wilful de- 
fiance of the Church and when they felt them- 
selves strong enough to strike that they drew up 
the Auburn Affirmation late. in 1923. 


(2). The Auburn Affirmation itself is not a 
mere constitutional protest, but it is a doctrinal 
attack upon the supernatural Christ. The Auburn 
Affirmation, Dr. Coffin’s letter and Dr. Lingle’s 
article all cite the second ordination vow with- 
out reference to the first vow on which the second 
depends and which gives to the second its true doc- 
trinal import. Isolating the second from the first 
permits men to think that they themselves or oth- 
ers who give a kind of adherence to this isolated 
vow are doing all that is required for Presbyterian 
ordination. Because in the first vow we accept the 
Holy Scriptures as being the Word of God, the 
only infallible rule of faith and practice; there- 
fore the second vow obligates us to accept the 
system of doctrine set forth in the Westminster 
Confession as being the true system of doctrine 
and our own faith. 


Again, Dr. Lingle has dismissed the charge that 
the Auburn Affirmationists stigmatize such facts 
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as the Virgin Birth as “theories” in too facile a 
fashion. He has cited one only of the four sen- 
tences in which the Affirmationists repeatedly de- 
scribe the five points as “theories” and he has 
cited that one which is susceptible of the most 
favorable interpretation. The first sentence which 
gives meaning to the whole paragraph and to the 
following uses of the theories is: “Furthermore, 
this opinion of the General Assembly attempts to 
commit our Church to certain theories concerning 
the inspiration of the Bible, and the Incarnation, 
the Atonement, the Resurrection, and the Continu- 
ing Life and Supernatural Power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”” Now this sentence does label the 
Virgin Birth a “certain theory” of the Incarnation, 
and it labels the statement of the Priestly work of 
Christ in our Shorter Catechism a “certain theory” 
of the atonement, and it labels the bodily Resur- 
rection of Christ a “certain theory” of His Resur- 
rection. Repeatedly to stigmatize the great facts 
of Christ’s mission as “‘certain theories,” as “par- 
ticular theories,” as “not the only theories al- 
lowed,” as “whatever theories they may employ” 
is to minimize the doctrinal assertions about these 
facts of the faith. 


The real nub of the controversy was the effort 
of the USA Church to make these doctrines stick 
as necessary for licensure and ordination. That is 
the sense in which the Assembly used the word 
“essential.”” This usage goes back to the Adopting 
Act of 1729 which gave the courts of the Church 
the right to decide concerning any scruple that 
any minister had against any statement of the 
Confession, as to whether such scruple concerned 
a matter necessary or essential to the system of 
doctrine and hence to ordination. There was no 
intention to treat these five points as of the esse 
of the faith above other facts and doctrines. And 
the real drive of the Auburn Affirmation was to 
set aside these five points as unnecessary to ordi- 
nation and to allow candidates to hold to “‘what- 
ever theories they may employ to explain” the 
Incarnation, the Atonement, the Resurrection. And 
concretely that means liberty to explain away the 
Virgin Birth, and the Atonement as a sacrifice 
to satisfy Divine justice and reconcile us to God, 
= the bodily character of the Resurrection of 

rist. 


(3. The declaration of nullification read by Dr. 
Henry S. Coffin in the face of the General As- 
sembly of 1925 shows that his purpose was not 
merely constitutional but doctrinal. That As- 
sembly examined into the case of Mr. Cedric Leh- 
man and Mr. Henry P. Van Dusen, two candi- 
dates licensed by New York Presbytery even 
though they could not accept the plain historical 
statements in Matthew and Luke on the Virgin 
Birth of Christ. It declared that the Presbytery 
erred in licensing these two men and remanded 
the case to New York Presbytery for appropriate 
action. This act of the General Assembly was not 
based on “the five points” nor on the second ordi- 
nation vow which’the Auburn Affirmation cites 
without setting forth its relationship to the first 
vow. The act of the USA General Assembly was 
based on the first ordination vow, or the first ques- 
tion for licensure which uses the same language. 
The Assembly held that being unable to accept 
the teachings of Matthew and Luke on the Virgin 
Birth—an article of faith—they could not proper- 
ly answer the first constitutional question asked 
for licensure in the affirmative. That is, they could 
not affirm their acceptance of the Holy Scriptures 
as being the Word of God, the only infallible rule 
of faith and practice.. Therefore, their licensure 
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was improper and the Presbytery was directed to 
correct the same. But Dr. Coffin arose, took from 
his pocket a typed statement, and read this declara- 
tion refusing to obey the mandate of his General 
Assembly and declaring the same null and void. 
Can Dr. Coffin say that this declaration of nulli- 
fication “was constitutional and not doctrinal’’? 


This act and the immediate support for it from 
Auburn Affirmationists saying that they would 
split the Church if the action was enforced led the 
Moderator to offer a compromise. The effect of 
the compromise was that the acceptance of the 
Virgin Birth was not required for ordination. Dr. 
Van Dusen continued in good and regular standing 
despite his doctrinal views on the Virgin Birth 
and as the successor to Dr. Coffin in the “‘liberal’’ 
leadership has put out a view of Christ which 
makes Him not the true and -eternal God who 
became also man for us men and for our salvation, 
but only a human temporal person in whom God 
was as personally present as He could be in a 
man of Galilee in the period of the Roman Empire 
(Cf. Liberal Theology: An Appraisal). Other men 
who could not accept the Virgin Birth were or- 
dained and also advanced to posts of honor and 
authority in the USA Church. Among them, Dr. 
Cameron Hall was a U.S.A. Board secretary until 
the Federal Council recently called him to a simi- 
lar task in that body. Dr. Ilion T. Jones after de- 
nying the historicity and the objectivity of the 
Resurrection of Christ was made Chairman of the 
USA Committee on Theological Curriculum and 
later Vice-President of one of their theological 
— (cf. The Presbyterian Tribune. 3/30/- 


(4). Dr. Henry S. Coffin’s treatment of our 
Declaratory Statement of 1939 when that was 
regularly brought before the USA Assembly of 
1941 in the Cedar Rapids Overture shows that Dr. 
Coffin’s objection to the doctrines of the super- 
natural Christ are not merely constitutional but 
doctrinal. Our statement does not use the word 
“essential” and is couched exclusively in terms of 
the Confession and Catechisms which the Church 
accepts as standard expositions of the teachings 
of Scripture in relation to both faith and prac- 
tice. Cedar Rapids (USA) Presbytery asked their 
General Assembly to concur with ours in the fol- 
lowing language, towit: That the General Assembly 
declare that it regards the acceptance of the in- 
fallible truth and Divine authority of the scrip- 
tures, and of Christ as very and eternal God, Who 
became man by being born of a virgin, Who 
offered Himself a sacrifice to satisfy Divine jus- 
tice and to reconcile us to God, Who rose from 
the dead with the same body with which He suf- 
fered, and Who will return to judge the world, 
as being involved in the ordination vows to which 
we subscribe. 


Dr. Lingle states that our US General Assembly 
voted down the effort to put through doctrinal 
tests similar to “the five points’? in the Assemblies 
of 1923, 1924 and 1928. This statement leaves the 
impression on many readers that we have never 
passed doctrinal tests. But our Assembly of 1939 
unanimously passed the resolution given above, it 
reiterated the same interpreting it as an in thesi 
deliverance in 1940, and re-endorsed it in passing 
the Lilly Resolution in the 1942 General Assembly. 


What did Dr. Coffin as Chairman of the USA 
General Assembly’s Committee on Bills and Over- 
tures do with the Cedar Rapids Overture? To have 
adopted the overture would have been to have 
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condemned his earlier act of nullification and the 
eandidates he had engineered through the USA 
Presbyteries. Accordingly, Dr. Coffin entirely re- 
wrote the Cedar Rapids Overture and professing 
to affirm it made it say the opposite of what 
the overture asked. He rewrote it so as to make 
it say that the ministers and elders of the USA 
Church are loyal to their ordination vows, thus 
making the action requested unnecessary. 


Dr. Coffin could not attack our declaratory 
statement as he did the five points on the alleged 
ground of constitutionality and so he turned it 
completely around and professing to accept it 
completely rejected it. If this is not a fair state- 
ment let Dr. Coffin and his colleagues even now 
pass our Declaratory Statement by their General 
Assembly, write it into the printed Plan of Re- 
union and sincerely stand for the faith of the Son 
of God which it is designed to safeguard and we 
are willing to let bye-gones be bye-gones and unite 
with them. We do not enjoy having thus to rake 
over the ashes of the past—but we are set for the 
defense of the Gospel. 


(5). The current attack upon our Southern Pres- 
byterian ordination vows as they are written into 
the Plan of Reunion by the “liberal” Presbyterian 
Tribune shows that the “liberal’’ leaders are not 
interested in constitutional matters. When the 
Plan of Reunion was published with our ordina- 
tions vows in them containing the promise that 
whenever one finds himself out of accord with the 
system of doctrine in the Standards he will of 
his own initiative notify his Presbytery The 
Tribune vigorously objected. We deeply regret that 
the joint committee of the two churches has ac- 
eepted the “liberal” objection and has stricken 
out this section of our ordination vow from the 
printed Plan of Reunion. Can Dr. Lingle or 
Dr. Coffin say that this action is also only con- 
stitutional and not doctrinal? The “liberals” are in 
the prominent places in the USA Assembly and 
they have no intention of putting their necks 
under a vow which would make every man who 
does not accept the supernatural Christ moment 
by moment a liar until he notifies his Presbytery 
and thus risks deposition. Their position is under- 
standable but it is doctrinal and not merely consti- 
tutional. 


(6). The Claim of Dr. Coffin that “there was 
no one of us who prepared that Affirmation who 
does not accept con amore the Confession of Faith 
as containing the system of doctrine taught in the 
Holy Scriptures, and who does not accept the 
Scripture as the Word of God the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice” is not substantiated by 
Dr. Coffin’s writings. A full study of these writ- 
ings in their contrasts to the Presbyterian doc- 
trines has been presented by Dr. S. G. Craig of 
the USA Church. I shall point out only one item 
of this contrast. 


In his The Meaning of The Cross, pages 118-121 
Dr. Coffin writes: “Certain widely used hymns 
still perpetuate the theory that God pardons sin- 
ners because Christ purchased that pardon by His 
obedience and suffering. But a forgiveness which 
is paid for is not forgiveness . . . There is no 
cleansing blood which can wipe out the record of 
what has been .. . The Cross of Christ is not a 
means of procuring forgiveness.” 


In the sharpest possible contrast to Dr. Coffin’s 
Socinian doctrinal attack upon the atonement 
stands the teaching of our Confession: “Christ, by 





His obedience and death, did fully discharge the 
debt of all those that are thus justified, and did 
make a proper, real and full satisfaction to His 
Father’s justice in their behalf. Yet in as much 
as He was given by the Father for them, and His 
obedience and satisfaction accepted in their stead, 
and both freely, not for anything in them, their 
justification is only of free grace, that both the 
exact justice and rich grace of God, might be 
glorified in the justification of sinners.” 


In full accord with the Confession and in strict 
opposition to Dr. Coffin, the Word of God says: 
“Being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus whom God set 
forth a mercy-seat.” 


We would close our statement with our invi- 
tation to Dr. Coffin and the other “liberal” leaders 
to unite with us in the Cedar Rapids Overture as 
that overture was presented to the USA Assembly 
of 1941. If Dr. Coffin is sincere in saying that his 
objection was constitutional not doctrinal, let him 
lead his “liberal” wing of the USA Church to ac- 
cept our Declaratory Statement which has _ sub- 
stantially the same doctrines as the five points but 
which is so stated that it is not open to the “consti- 
tutional” objections that the Auburn Affirmation 
brings against the five points, let the Joint Com- 
mittee put this into the Plan of Reunion, restore 
to the Plan our Southern Presbyterian ordination 
vows and the other difficulties can be ironed out 
and the Plan of Union accepted. 


*Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 
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The Proposed Plan Of Union 


LET US SEEK A MORE EXCELLENT WAY 
By Rev. G. T. Gillespie, D.D.* 


Negotiations looking to closer relations between 
the Northern and Southern Presbyterian Churches 
have extended over a period of many years. Dur- 
ing that time these two largest groups of Presby- 
terians in America have lived together as good 
neighbors on cordial and friendly terms, and have 
co-operated in many worthy enterprises. In 1918 
after many months of study and conference by 
ad interim committees, a plan was worked out 
for uniting a number, and possibly all, of the 
Presbyterian bodies in the United States into a 
Federal type of union in which the identity and 
autonomy of the several groups would have been 
preserved, but in which real unity and efficient 
co-operation would have been realized and waste- 
ful duplications would have been eliminated. 


This plan failed because of the opposition of 
certain leaders in the northern church and some in 
our own church who were not willing to support 
anything less than full organic union. 


The plan now before the church provides for full 
organic union, or reunion between the Presby- 
terian Church U. S. A. (Northern) and the Pres- 
byterian Church U. S. (Southern). It represents 
the labors of a joint drafting committee of the 
two churches extending over a period of several 
years. It has been prepared with painstaking care 
y a group of able and earnest men, and deserves 
the same earnest care and consideration on the 
part of the whole membership of the church. 


Because of the vital issues involved and the deep 
sentiments which are aroused it is naturally hard 
for most of us to approach discussions of this kind 
in a calm and judicial spirit, but just because the 
issues are so vital it is doubly important that all 
of us should seek to lay aside, in so far as we 
can, all prejudice and passion and with open minds 
and humble hearts, facing the facts fairly and 
ro ia seek to know the truth and the will of 


I am sure that I can hardly hope to add any- 
thing new to what has already been said and 
written on this subject; the most I shall attempt is 
to summarize observations and convictions which 
I share with many others. 


I. Certain General Considerations. The move- 
ment for union or reunion of these two Presby- 
terian bodies out of which this proposed plan has 
arisen involves certain general assumptions or 
questions which it is needful to consider if we are 
to have the proper perspective for critical exami- 
nation of the plan. 


1. Church Union and Christian Unity. In the 
first place, the agitation for church union seems 
generally to proceed upon the assumption that 
church union is essential to Christian unity, and 
therefore its realization is the imperative duty of 
all Christians, and those who oppose it are to 
that extent disloyal to the spirit and teachings of 
Christ. 


It is important that we should do some straight 
thinking about this matter. It is true that love is 
the first instinct of the newborn Child of God 
and the desire for fellowship with other Christians 


is the surest proof that one has been born into the 
family of God. Our Lord on that last memorable 
night laid upon His disciples the obligation of love 
as a distinguishing mark of discipleship, and made 
the burden of His great intercessory prayer “that 
they may all be one.” 


It is abundantly clear however from a study 
of this whole prayer and from our Lord’s teach- 
ings in other connections that He was not praying 
for mere outward or formal union but for an 
inner, spiritual unity, like that between the Father 
and the Son, and moreover it was to be unity 
based upon truth and upon a common understand- 
ing of the word of God for in the same connection 
He prayed, “Sanctify them through Thy truth, 
Thy word is truth.” 


Accepting that interpretation we may rejoice 
to believe that our Lord’s prayer has been an- 
swered through the ages, and is still being 
answered, and that in spite of outward differences 
and divisions, peoples of every name and race and 
kindred and tongue are united in Christ into one 
great spiritual brotherhood of faith and love and 
hope, until that glad day comes when the Good 
Shepherd Himself and none less shall gather all of 
His sheep into “one fold.” To those who accept 
this view, the separation of Christians into groups 
based on geography, language, racial character- 
istics, polity, forms of worship, or other minor 
differences, is a matter of secondary importance 
so long as there is true catholicity of spirit, 
mutual respect and tolerance, and a sincere desire 
to preserve “‘the unity of the spirit in the bond 
of peace.” Under this system, which is the basic 
principle of protestantism, Christianity has 
achieved its highest development and its most 
superb moral and spiritual triumphs, and we have 
approximated if we have not attained the Christian 
ideal of “Unity in essentials, liberty in non-es- 
sentials, and charity in all things.” 


On the other hand, there have been many able 
and earnest men, and there may be some such to- 
day, who have identified Christian unity with 
church union or uniformity, and who have con- 
sidered the outward union so important that al- 
most anything, even truth itself, might be put in 
a secondary place if only ecclesiastical unification 
might be achieved. As we know, this clamor for a 
united church which ‘could speak with authority 
led to the rise of the papacy and to the Catholic 
conception of one universal, indivisible, infallible 
church, outside of which was no authority and no 
salvation. For a thousand years this false ideal of 
Christian unity prevailed almost unchallenged, but 
as every student of history knows, it prevailed be- 
cause the people were kept largely in ignorance 
because freedom of speech, freedom of worship, 
and freedom to read and interpret the Bible were 
denied, and because all the powers of the inquisi- 
tion and the civil government were invoked to 
shackle the minds and consciences of men. Church 
unification was accomplished and preserved it is 
true, but we call that period the Dark Ages. Is it 
possible that we would be willing to exchange 
protestantism with all its divisions and shortcom- 
ings for that sort of unity bought at such a price? 
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condemned his earlier act of nullification and the 
candidates he had engineered through the USA 
Presbyteries. Accordingly, Dr. Coffin entirely re- 
wrote the Cedar Rapids Overture and professing 
to affirm it made it say the opposite of what 
the overture asked. He rewrote it so as to make 
it say that the ministers and elders of the USA 
Church are loyal to their ordination vows, thus 
making the action requested unnecessary. 


Dr. Coffin could not attack our declaratory 
statement as he did the five points on the alleged 
ground of constitutionality and so he turned it 
completely around and professing to accept it 
completely rejected it. If this is not a fair state- 
ment let Dr. Coffin and his colleagues even now 
pass our Declaratory Statement by their General 
Assembly, write it into the printed Plan of Re- 
union and sincerely stand for the faith of the Son 
of God which it is designed to safeguard and we 
are willing to let bye-gones be bye-gones and unite 
with them. We do not enjoy having thus to rake 
over the ashes of the past—but we are set for the 
defense of the Gospel. 


(5). The current attack upon our Southern Pres- 
byterian ordination vows as they are written into 
the Plan of Reunion by the “liberal” Presbyterian 
Tribune shows that the “liberal” leaders are not 
interested in constitutional matters. When the 
Plan of Reunion was published with our ordina- 
tions vows in them containing the promise that 
whenever one finds himself out of accord with the 
system of doctrine in the Standards he will of 
his own initiative notify his Presbytery The 
Tribune vigorously objected. We deeply regret that 
the joint committee of the two churches has ac- 
eepted the “liberal” objection and has stricken 
out this section of our ordination vow from the 
printed Plan of Reunion. Can Dr. Lingle or 
Dr. Coffin say that this action is also only con- 
stitutional and not doctrinal? The “liberals” are in 
the prominent places in the USA Assembly and 
they have no intention of putting their necks 
under a vow which would make every man who 
does not accept the supernatural Christ moment 
by moment a liar until he notifies his Presbytery 
and thus risks deposition. Their position is under- 
es but it is doctrinal and not merely consti- 
tutional. 


(6). The Claim of Dr. Coffin that “there was 
no one of us who prepared that Affirmation who 
does not accept con amore the Confession of Faith 
as containing the system of doctrine taught in the 
Holy Scriptures, and who does not accept the 
Scripture as the Word of God the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice” is not substantiated by 
Dr. Coffin’s writings. A full study of these writ- 
ings in their contrasts to the Presbyterian doc- 
trines has been presented by Dr. S. G. Craig of 
the USA Church. I shall point out only one item 
of this contrast. 


In his The Meaning of The Cross, pages 118-121 
Dr. Coffin writes: “Certain widely used hymns 
still perpetuate the theory that God pardons sin- 
ners because Christ purchased that pardon by His 
obedience and suffering. But a forgiveness which 
is paid for is not forgiveness . . . There is no 
cleansing blood which can wipe out the record of 
what has been ... The Cross of Christ is not a 
means of procuring forgiveness.” 


In the sharpest possible contrast to Dr. Coffin’s 
Socinian doctrinal attack upon the atonement 
stands the teaching of our Confession: “Christ, by 





His obedience and death, did fully discharge the 
debt of all those that are thus justified, and did 
make a proper, real and full satisfaction to His 
Father’s justice in their behalf. Yet in as much 
as He was given by the Father for them, and His 
obedience and satisfaction accepted in their stead, 
and both freely, not for anything in them, their 
justification is only of free grace, that both the 
exact justice and rich grace of God, might be 
glorified in the justification of sinners.” 


In full accord with the Confession and in strict 
opposition to Dr. Coffin, the Word of God says: 
“Being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus whom God set 
forth a mercy-seat.” 


We would close our statement with our invi- 
tation to Dr. Coffin and the other “liberal’’ leaders 
to unite with us in the Cedar Rapids Overture as 
that overture was presented to the USA Assembly 
of 1941. If Dr. Coffin is sincere in saying that his 
objection was constitutional not doctrinal, let him 
lead his “liberal” wing of the USA Church to ac- 
cept our Declaratory Statement which has sub- 
stantially the same doctrines as the five points but 
which is so stated that it is not open to the “‘consti- 
tutional” objections that the Auburn Affirmation 
brings against the five points, let the Joint Com- 
mittee put this into the Plan of Reunion, restore 
to the Plan our Southern Presbyterian ordination 
vows and the other difficulties can be ironed out 
and the Plan of Union accepted. 


*Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 
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The Proposed Plan Of Union 


LET US SEEK A MORE EXCELLENT WAY 
By Rev. G. T. Gillespie, D.D.* 


Negotiations looking to closer relations between 
the Northern and Southern Presbyterian Churches 
have extended over a period of many years. Dur- 
ing that time these two largest groups of Presby- 
terians in America have lived together as good 
neighbors on cordial and friendly terms, and have 
co-operated in many worthy enterprises. In 1918 
after many months of study and conference by 
ad interim committees, a plan was worked out 
for uniting a number, and possibly all, of the 
Presbyterian bodies in the United States into a 
Federal type of union in which the identity and 
autonomy of the several groups would have been 
preserved, but in which real unity and efficient 
co-operation would have been realized and waste- 
ful duplications would have been eliminated. 


This plan failed because of the opposition of 
certain leaders in the northern church and some in 
our own church who were not willing to support 
anything less than full organic union. 


The plan now before the church provides for full 
organic union, or reunion between the Presby- 
terian Church U. S. A. (Northern) and the Pres- 
byterian Church U. S. (Southern). It represents 
the labors of a joint drafting committee of the 
two churches extending over a period of several 
years. It has been prepared with painstaking care 
y a group of able and earnest men, and deserves 
the same earnest care and consideration on the 
part of the whole membership of the church. 


Because of the vital issues involved and the deep 
sentiments which are aroused it is naturally hard 
for most of us to approach discussions of this kind 
in a calm and judicial] spirit, but just because the 
issues are so vital it is doubly important that all 
of us should seek to lay aside, in so far as we 
can, all prejudice and passion and with open minds 
and humble hearts, facing the facts fairly and 
oe. seek to know the truth and the will of 


I am sure that I can hardly hope to add any- 
thing new to what has already been said and 
written on this subject; the most I shall attempt is 
to summarize observations and convictions which 
I share with many others. 


I. Certain General Considerations. The move- 
ment for union or reunion of these two Presby- 
terian bodies out of which this proposed plan has 
arisen involves certain general assumptions or 
questions which it is needful to consider if we are 
to have the proper perspective for critical exami- 
nation of the plan. 


1. Church Union and Christian Unity. In the 
first place, the agitation for church union seems 
generally to proceed upon the assumption that 
church union is essential to Christian unity, and 
therefore its realization is the imperative duty of 
all Christians, and those who oppose it are to 
that extent disloyal to the spirit and teachings of 
Christ. 


It is important that we should do some straight 
thinking about this matter. It is true that love is 
the first instinct of the newborn Child of God 
and the desire for fellowship with other Christians 


is the surest proof that one has been born into the 
family of God. Our Lord on that last memorable 
night laid upon His disciples the obligation of love 
as a distinguishing mark of discipleship, and made 
the burden of His great intercessory prayer “that 
they may all be one.” 


It is abundantly clear however from a study 
of this whole prayer and from our Lord’s teach- 
ings in other connections that He was not praying 
for mere outward or formal union but for an 
inner, spiritual unity, like that between the Father 
and the Son, and moreover it was to be unity 
based upon truth and upon a common understand- 
ing of the word of God for in the same connection 
He prayed, “Sanctify them through Thy truth, 
Thy word is truth.” 


Accepting that interpretation we may rejoice 
to believe that our Lord’s prayer has been an- 
swered through the ages, and is still being 
answered, and that in spite of outward differences 
and divisions, peoples of every name and race and 
kindred and tongue are united in Christ into one 
great spiritual brotherhood of faith and love and 
hope, until that glad day comes when the Good 
Shepherd Himself and none less shall gather all of 
His sheep into “one fold.” To those who accept 
this view, the separation of Christians into groups 
based on geography, language, racial character- 
istics, polity, forms of worship, or other minor 
differences, is a matter of secondary. importance 
so long as there is true catholicity of spirit, 
mutual respect and tolerance, and a sincere desire 
to preserve “the unity of the spirit in the bond 
of peace.” Under this system, which is the basic 
principle of protestantism, Christianity has 
achieved its highest development and its most 
superb moral and spiritual triumphs, and we have 
approximated if we have not attained the Christian 
ideal of “Unity in essentials, liberty in non-es- 
sentials, and charity in all things.” 


On the other hand, there have been many able 
and earnest men, and there may be some such to- 
day, who have identified Christian unity with 
church union or uniformity, and who have con- 
sidered the outward union so important that al- 
most anything, even truth itself, might be put in 
a secondary place if only ecclesiastical unification 
might be achieved. As we know, this clamor for a 
united church which ‘could speak with authority 
led to the rise of the papacy and to the Catholic 
conception of one universal, indivisible, infallible 
church, outside of which was no authority and no 
salvation. For a thousand years this false ideal of 
Christian unity prevailed almost unchallenged, but 
as every student of history knows, it prevailed be- 
cause the people were kept largely in ignorance 
because freedom of speech, freedom of worship, 
and freedom to read and interpret the Bible were 
denied, and because all the powers of the inquisi- 
tion and the civil government were invoked to 
shackle the minds and consciences of men. Church 
unification was accomplished and preserved it is 
true, but we call that period the Dark Ages. Is it 
possible that we would be willing to exchange 
protestantism with all its divisions and shortcom- 
ings for that sort of unity bought at such a price? 





es an ee a edie Saale 





Page 8 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





May 1, 1946 





Is it possible that some of those in our own pro- 
testant churches today, who seem to regard union 
with other groups as the “Pearl of Great Price,’ 
and who for the sake of gaining it are willing to 
make any necessary sacrifice, may have a distorted 
sense of values, and like Esau of old, may un- 
wisely sell their birthright for a mess of pottage? 


2. Why Limit Negotiations To One Church? 
A second pertinent consideration is, why has a 
plan been submitted which proposes union with 
only one of the churches holding the Presbyterian 
system, whereas the Committee on Co-operation 
and Union was given specific injunction by suc- 
cessive Assemblies, “‘to explore and search out 
ways and means of bringing into one body all 
branches of our Presbyterian family?” (See Min- 
utes of 1940, page 67). 


Since there are a dozen or more denomination- 
al groups in America holding the Presbyterian 
or Reformed System, including the United Presby- 
terian Church, the Associate Reformed Presby- 
terian Church, the Dutch Reformed Church, and 
others with which we have much in common and 
with whom we have long sustained close fraternal 
relations, it would seem to be the part of common 
sense and Christian statesmanship to enlist the 
counsel and cooperation of a number of those 
groups instead of limiting our negotiations to the 
largest church and thus forfeiting the opportunity 
of enlisting the cooperation of the other groups, 
perhaps for all time to come. 


If the explanation be offered that the other 
groups were not willing to enter into negotiations 
on the basis proposed with the Northern Church, 
then since most of these other churches are in 
the area served largely by the Northern Church 
and in much closer competition and contact with 
it than we are, does not that in itself raise a 
rather serious question as to the advisability of 
our “rushing in where angels fear to tread.” On 
the face of it, the union of one small church of a 
half million members such as ours with an organi- 
zation of four times the membership, means that 
the small church is swallowed up in the large one 
and completely loses its identity or remains a mi- 
nority group with little power to preserve its own 
traditions or to influence the policies of the en- 
larged church. It is simply a case of the “lion 
and the lamb lying down together,” but with the 
lamb inside the lion. On the other hand if several 
of the smaller groups could be induced to join in 
the movement, then the smaller groups acting 
together might be able in large measure to bal- 
ance or offset the overweening influence of the 
larger church. Moreover, if union between the 
Northern and Southern Churches should be con- 
summated there would still remain much dupli- 
cation of effort and ground for hurtful compe- 
tition in areas throughout the nation where these 
other groups are strong. 


3. Federal Union vs. Organic Union. Still an- 
other pertinent and highly interesting question 
arises, viz., why was the principle of federal type 
of union which has been long and widely advocated 
throughout the Southern Church abandoned in 
favor of the plan for organic union which has al- 
ways stirred up violent opposition both in our own 
and other churches of the group? 


The Federal] Union Plan has much to commend 
it. The analogy of our Federal government shows 
that it provides the protection which the smaller 
groups need, while it solves the major problems 





of cooperation, and lays the foundation for fuller 
cooperation and more efficient organization as 
mutual confidence and a sense of solidarity de- 
velops among the groups. It is hard to see how any 
group, large or small, that is sincerely interested in 
promoting real unity among the churches of the 
Presbyterian family could long oppose such a 
movement. 


Surely such a plan which would be just to all 
the interests involved and which would tend to 
unify all of our Presbyterian forces and promote 
brotherly love and peace rather than division and 
strife would seem to be at least one more excel- 
lent way worth working and waiting for. 


II. Specific Objections To The Proposed Plan. 
Turning now to a critical examination of the pro- 
posed plan on its merits let me say quite frankly 
that in my judgment the drafting committee has 
shown great skill and a very high degree of fidelity 
in coordinating the standards and organization 
of the two churches, and on the whole it appears 
admirably adapted to effect a complete organic 
union, which was obviously the guiding objective 
of the joint committee. 


From the point of view of those in the Southern 
Church who oppose organic union and doubtless 
for many of those who favor it immediately or 
ultimately, the plan has some serious defects which 
if they could be corrected before the final draft 
is submitted would undoubtedly allay much of the 
violent opposition, and would possibly assure it 
much greater chance of adoption. 


1. Depreciation Of The Office Of Ruling Elder. 
Following the example of the Scotch Church and 
the able leadership of Thornwell and Palmer the 
Southern Presbyterian Church has consistently 
magnified the office of Ruling Elder as the key- 
stone in the arch of Presbyterian polity. Accord- 
ing to this view the scriptures describe a single 
order of rulers in the church who are called pres- 
byters or bishops. The only distinction is to be 
found in the fact that some function only as 
rulers, while others, in addition to ruling, “labor 
in word and doctrine.” Ordinarily the function 
of ruling is exercised in parliamentary assemblies 
or church courts, in which the ruling elder partici- 
pates on a parity with the teaching elder, com- 
monly known as the Minister of the Word. It is 
but simple truth to assert that this simple fact of 
the parity of the eldership has lent a dignity and 
character to the office of elder which has made it 
one of the distinctive glories of Presbyterianism. 
In the proposed new Form of Government, there 
is apparently a deliberate effort to magnify the 
importance of the office of Minister with a corre- 
sponding depreciation of the office of Ruling 
Elder; for example: 


Chapter 7, Form of Government, Paragraph 2: 
“The ordinary and perpetual officers in the church 
are Bishops or Ministers; the representatives of 


the people usually styled Ruling Elders, and Dea- 
cons.” 


Chapter 8, Form of Government, Title— 
“Bishops or Minister.”” This evidently implies that 
the term Bishop is synonymous with Minister, but 
not with Elder. This is contrary to the usage of 
scripture, and particularly with Paul’s charge to 
the Elders of the Ephesian Church when he says, 
Acts 20:28, “‘Take heed therefore unto yourselves, 
and to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you Bishop.” 
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Chapter 15, Form of Government, Paragraph 7, 
provides that ordination of ruling elders or deacons 
shall be performed by the laying on of the hands 
of the minister. In that same way in Chapter 
21, paragraph 7, the elder is excluded from par- 
ticipating in the ordination of ministers; all of 
which is in conflict with the fundamental prin- 
ciple set forth in the scriptures, that ordination 
is by “the laying on of the hands of the Presby- 
tery.” All of this seems to disparage or degrade 
the office of elder in comparison with that of the 
minister, and is significant of a trend which 
looks toward the setting up in the church of a 
gradation of holy orders after the episcopal pat- 
tern. Inasmuch as the Northern Church has al- 
ready been negotiating with the Episcopal Church 
concerning union, perhaps this is a concession to 
their point of view, and may be paving the way 
for an easy transition from the Presbyterian to 
the prelatical form of government, in days to come, 
when the unification movement gathers mo- 
mentum. 


2. The Ordination of Women. The proposed plan 
contemplates the ordination of women, not only 
to the office of Deacon but also to the office 
of Ruling Elder, and implicitly or potentially to 
the ministry itself. Such admission of women to 
the eldership or ministry necessarily involves the 
right to an equal status with men in all church 
courts and consequent eligibility for the Mod- 
eratorship of such courts above the Sessions. How- 
ever worthy and deserving of all honor saintly 
women may be, (and there are many of them), 
their admission to the constitutional offices of the 
church, as we understand, is not only not author- 
ized in Scripture, but is in direct conflict with 
the plain teaching of the Apostle Paul and the 
practice of the early church, and therefore con- 
trary to the pattern of government which we be- 
lieve was unmistakably within the designs of our 
Lord for His Church. Moreover, under the pro- 
posed plan, women at large, whether merely lay 
members or ordained as elders, are to have a 
place in the proposed General Council, an inno- 
vation wholly contrary to the genius of our church 
and utterly alien and unknown to Apostolic Chris- 
tianity. Is it possible that the people of our church 
are ready for any such radical innovation? 


3. Regional Synods. Another radical change in 
organization is the proposed plan for Regional 
Synods, as provided in Chapter 13, of the new 
Form of Government, and in Concurrent Déclara- 
tion No. 10, page 13. The present plan followed 
by the Assemblies of both churches is to have the 
boundaries of Synods conform for the most part 
to state lines. This would seem to be a logical 
arrangement, as the divisions are based on proxi- 
mity and a community of interest already well 
established, whereas the proposed novel plan 
would set up larger and more or less arbitrary 
groupings, in some instances extending over so 
wide a territory as to be unwieldy and difficult 
of administration. For example, in grouping to- 
gether into one Synod of the areas comprised in 
the States of Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana, what advantage would 
be gained to compensate for the loss of the bonds 
of neighborly interest and sympathy which now 
bind the existing Synods into efficient units of 
administration and co-operation? In any event, it 
is believed that, in actual operation and in the 
course of no great length of time, such Regional 
Synods would inevitably develop increasing ten- 
sion, dissidence, and disunity, rather than the re- 
verse. 
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4. The Gen€ral Council. The General Council, 
provided for in Chapter 28, of the proposed Form 
of Government (pages 132-135), is a device con- 
trary to the genius, traditions, and undeviating 
practice of the Southern Church. Such a central- 
ized agency infallibly tends toward a dispropor- 
tionate and oppressive concentration of official 
power in the hands of a few and not only detracts 
from the dignity and impairs the rightful authority 
of the General Assembly but leads to the usurpa- 
tion and abuse of control of the policies and ad- 
ministrative machinery of the church by what is 
tantamount to a self-perpetuating bureaucracy. An 
oligarchical body of this kind robs Presbyterianism 
of its crowning virtue and most distinctive attri- 
bute, which is the right of chosen representatives 
to meet, at reasonably frequent intervals, in free 
deliberative assemblies and there consult and act 
together, under the sole guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, untrammeled by the fear or favor or 
machinations of men. 


5. The Right Of Self-Determination And Rights 
Of Property. Under the proposed plan, no provision 
is made for recognizing or protecting the right 
of local self-determination or for safe-guarding 
the property rights of congregations, presbyteries, 
or synods, which might not elect to enter or be 
absorbed by the new consolidated organization. 
Undoubtedly many such cases would arise, as has 
happened in the experience of every such ecclesi- 
astical] merger in the past. In order, therefore, to 
prevent injustice and avoid the unseemly strife, 
bitterness, and costly litigation such as that which 
attended the organic union of the Cumberland and 
Northern Presbyterian Churches and the similar 
union between the Northern and Southern Metho- 
dist Churches, it would seem to be the dictate of 
common sense as well as of Christian comity ex- 
plicitly to recognize and expressly to state some- 
where in *he proposed “solemn treaty” so-called 
(page 4), or “solemn contract’, as it is else- 
where called (page 8), by or pursuant to which 
the contemplated organic union is to be formed, 
that, regardless of decisions, whensoever rendered, 
by ecclesiastical or civil courts, individuals, congre- 
gations, presbyteries, and synods and each of them 
have and shall have and retain the absolute right 
of self-determination, and if they or any one of 
them decides, after due consideration, to remain 
outside of the new consolidated church organi- 
zation, they shall none of them be forcibly or 
coercively deprived of their property or property 
rights or of any part of same, because of such 
decision to stay separate and apart from the new 
consolidated church. 


In addition to all this, common justice and fair 
dealing, no less than Christian ethics, demand that 
the minister who elects to remain outside of the 
new consolidated church should not be deprived 
of his equity in the Ministers’ Annuity Fund or of 
his right to continue membership therein, if he 
elects so to do. 


6. Doctrinal Differences. I have deferred to this 
point discussion of doctrinal differences which 
usually bulk largest in the minds of most of those 
who oppose union. 


With respect to the creedal statements as set 
forth in the Confession of Faith, Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms, the changes proposed are com- 
paratively insignificant and might be accepted 
without difficulty .by the most conservative mem- 
ber of either church. 
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But the real difficulty arises from the widely 
differing attitudes which prevail in the two 
churches concerning the interpretation and ad- 
ministration of the standards by the ministers and 
courts of the churches. 


In the Southern Church the prevailing attitude 
has been that sound doctrine is a matter of first 
importance, and that ministers and other officers 
of the Church are to be held to a strict account- 
ability to their ordination vows to accept and up- 
hold the standards as containing the system of 
doctrine taught in the Scriptures. 


Without presuming to sit in judgment upon 
the right of our Northern brethren to administer 
their doctrinal standards as they see fit, or without 
presuming to bring a railing accusation against a 
sister church, it is nevertheless clearly apparent 
that there has been a very decided trend toward 
loose construction and lax administration of their 
doctrinal standards in recent years. A number of 
their presbyteries regularly license candidates who 
question or deny important doctrines of the stand- 
ards; ordained ministers in their writings and pub- 
lic utterances openly ridicule the standards as ob- 
solete and repudiate such basic doctrines as the 
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, the Virgin 
birth, the blood atonement, and the bodily Resur- 
rection of Christ; and yet in the face of this open 
rejection of fundamental teachings of the stand- 
ards presbyteries, synods, and assemblies appear 
to be unconcerned and take no steps to apply 
disciplinary or corrective measures. 


In civil affairs we are familiar with the prin- 
ciple that a statutory or constitutional provision 
has only such meaning and authority as the courts 
attach to it by their decisions and application 
of sanctions. By the same token the doctrinal 
standards of a church may mean much or little 
according to the interpretation and value placed 
upon them by the Church Courts. Even though, 
therefore, there might be complete agreement on 
the statements of doctrine, when we come to com- 
pare the record of the two negotiating churches 
in their attitude towards the administration of 
their own doctrinal standards we cannot fail to 
discern a radical difference in viewpoint and prac- 
tice and we are bound to ask. “How can two walk 
together unless they be agreed?” 


Conclusion. In conclusion, let me say with all 
sincerity and humility that I am proud of the 
history, traditions, and achievements of the Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church. 


I have no apology to make for those noble men 
who under the leadership of Dr. Ben Palmer and 
Dr. James Henley Thornwell withdrew from that 
church, which they believed had usurped the crown 
rights of the Redeemer in introducing into the 
church court a purely political question, when the 
General Assembly meeting in Philadelphia in 1860 
passed the notorious “Gardiner Spring Resolution,” 
declaring that the highest loyalty of every church 
member was due to the Federal government rather 
than to the state of which he was a citizen. 


I do not wish now to take any step which might 
seem to discount or reflect upon the wisdom of 
those who set up at Augusta, Georgia, in 1861 the 
banner of a new church on which was inscribed 
“The Headship of Christ’? and which was to stand 
consistently through the years for “The Spiritual 
Mission of the Church.” 
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I rejoice in the sure and steady growth of our 
church, and the substantial and distinctive con- 
tribution which it has made to the moral, intel- 
lectual, social and spiritual progress of the South 
and of the Nation. 


I find genuine satisfaction in the graphic com- 
parison presented in a recent article in the Chris- 
tian Observer by one of our leading laymen, show- 
ing that the record of the Southern Church in 
rate of growth, per capita giving, and every other 
test by which the vitality and efficiency of a 
church can be measured, does not suffer by com- 
parison with that of the Northern Church, or, for 
that matter, of any church. 


I glory in the catholicity of spirit which is one 
of the unique characteristics of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church, which extends the hand of Chris- 
tian fellowship to every group of believers, whether 
North or South or East or West, and which 
stretches out the hand of Christian charity to all 
the peoples of the earth. 


I glory most of all in our church’s loyalty to 
the Bible as the fully inspired word of God, the 
infallible rule of faith and practice, as interpreted 
in the Westminster Standards, and in a ministry 
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which has not been ashamed or afraid to declare 
the whole counsel of God, and to preach Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified as the only hope for a 
lost world. 


Winston Churchill in one of the great crisis 
hours of history, in giving an account of his 
stewardship to the British Nation, said; 


“I did not become the King’s First Minister for 
the purpose of liquidating the British Empire.” 


Nor can I believe that those of us into whose 
hands has come this rich heritage of faith and 
upon whose shoulders rests the responsibility of 
this momentous decision, have been commissioned 
- — to liquidate the Southern Presbyterian 

urch. 


In God’s name, then my Brethren, and in the 
spirit of those immortal words of Lincoln, “with 
malice toward none, with charity for all, with firm 
reliance on the right, as God gives us to see the 
right, let us strive on” to find that “more excel- 
lent way,” which is HIS WAY. 


*President of Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss. 








How Does Our Spiritual 
Fibre Break Down? 


By Donald B. Gordon* 


It is a reasonable assumption that among the 
numerous social outcasts and problems adults of 
the present day there are very few who have be- 
come that way suddenly. To reach an advanced 
stage of spiritual breakdown one usually goes 
through a period of evolution nearly as long as 
that required for attaining an advanced state of 
Christian righteousness. For this reason it is im- 
portant for most of us who constitute the ethical 
middle class to watch the direction in which we 
are growing. The speed of change is not of pri- 
mary concern. 


How does this spiritual fibre break down? I 
believe that we can trace it for ourselves. 


It may begin at any age. For the purposes of 
this treatment, however, let us consider only the 
evolution of the adult case, especially in the years 
from twenty-five to thirty-five. 


An initial letdown often appears when the new 
household is formed. Disregarding the precepts 
learned in their Christian childhood, or forgetful 
of how to review them, the newly-married couple 
looks to the current periodicals. Here they find 
articles by the dozens written by amateur phi- 
losophers who write almost identical plans for 
making marriages secure. The young couple is ad- 
vised to throw aside prejudices, make compromises, 
give and take in matters of religion, and settle 
down to an easy going life without very exacting 
duties about anything. They are given a miscel- 
lany of do’s and don’ts on how to run the well- 
ordered household. But the marriages are not made 
secure by all this advice because no writer can tell 
a varied multitude of newlyweds how to do any- 


thing specifically rigorous about individual con- 
duct, especially spiritual conduct. But the en- 
thusiastic couples naturally suppose that anyone 
who can write for a nationally circulated maga- 
zine must have all the practical “know-how” about 
matrimony, and consequently they blunder along 
on the counsel of these advisers instead of con- 
sulting a minister. Among the omitted points in 
this counsel are such traditional disciplines as Bible 
reading, family prayers, and study of the cate- 
chism. These strictest disciplines are the first to 
be relinquished. 


Next to go are the sanctity of the Sabbath, per- 
sonal humility and self-denial—all rather exacting 
requirements in the Christian nurture. In their 
place comes a sort of busy idleness, week-end 
trips and daily social activities which consume time 
out of all proportion to their value as rest and rec- 
reation. 


In the next stage the young man or woman 
begins to ask for a more tolerant Church and a 
religious confection that will be attractive to 
all aspirants, and without the uncomfortable re- 
strictions of precise creed or practice in personal 
conduct—only the obvious and easy obligations of 
honesty and loyal friendship. If the Church does 
not see fit to make these concessions, the couple 
whose membership in it now hangs on the fringe 
will probably murmur that there are hypocrites in 
the group. After all (they will contend) church 
members sin too, don’t they? The young man and 
his wife begin to attend less regularly, diminish 
their financial suppert and withdraw from church 
activities. 
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After a few years of married life, the bread- 
winner’s job probably begins to demand more 
energy and more overtime work. With overtime 
work comes more income, then more gadgets, more 
laziness at home, more concern for material show, 
and more of revelry, opulence, and self-indulgence. 
His picture of the ideal life is a composite of 
parties, wit, charm, and “gracious living,” that is, 
a life depicted in the advertisements which show 
men of distinction, highball in hand, lounging in 
easy chairs, with plastic FM radios and three 
shelves of colorfully-jacketed best sellers in the 
backdrop. 


Several years later, when life is going better 
materially and not too well spiritually, the young 
executive is transferred to another locality where 
his firm is opening a branch. To adjust himself 
in the new community he must carefully do all 
that his associates do or want him to do. He must 
not allow what residue of morality remains after 
several years of conscience-battering to constitute 
a social or business obstacle. Whenever the circum- 
stances require he will relax in his behavior a little 
more. The really important matters, he tells him- 
self, are affability, shrewdness, tact, and “playing 
ball.” These principles of salesmanship and self- 
elevation recall to him the course in Advertising 
which he took in college when he should have 
been taking a course in the Minor Prophets. 


The uprooting and transplanting of his family, 
instead of giving him an opportunity to make a 
fresh start for the better, permits him to sacri- 
fice more of the spiritual fibre with which he 
started. He will discard, but perhaps slowly and 
with a twinge of conscience, whatever stands in 
the way of his promotion. 


No heavy reading of authors like Blake, Lewis, 
or Weatherhead will have a place in his time 
budget. Instead he feels obliged to limit his per- 
sonal improvement, in his few hours of relaxation 
at home each week, to the late at night reading 
of crime novels in which he will be instructed in 
the deceptive ways of the underworld, its murders, 
poisons, daggers, and ingenious manners of tor- 
ture. Then to bed to rest up for another day of 
contracts, leases, briefs, mergers, and big deals. 


At this point he believes that Christianity is all 
right, but that it must not encroach upon the really 
vital matter of business. If, as often happens, some 
segment of his social milieu demand a show of re- 
ligious principles, he can always mouth such virtue 
words as “tolerance,” “‘charity,” “right living,” 
and “truth.” But his allegiance is gradually pro- 
gressing from Christianity to business ethics, to 
loyalty to a trade association, to becoming a “yes- 
man” of the junior executive type. He shows no 
direct animosity toward Christians, but very likely 
he shows indifference, and he regards most clergy- 
men and earnestly devout people as a sort of naive, 
semi-competent heterogeneity who somehow could 
not make the grade in the real world that he moves 
in—the only one he is sure exists. For him religion 
is the fantasy world of those who cannot face re- 
ality, and he supposes that little minds read the 
Bible because they cannot fathom Marcel Proust 
or Thomas Wolfe. At this point begins an estrange- 
ment between the plodding, conservative church 
members and the bright young intellectuals who 
have seen the latest New York play or have met 
some cinema star in a night club. The two groups 
pursue divergent paths from now on, the church 
group regarding the world as an _ earnest but 
stumbling society of troubled souls, while the ur- 
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bane “‘go-getters’” see the world as a gay carnival 
in which over-tired executives enjoy a playground 
of prominent places, faces, jewelry, entertain- 
ments, picturesque speech, columnists, artists, 
critics, advertising, fads, and luxury. At the end 
of several years, these two groups whose paths 
bifurcated at about the age of thirty are hardly 
able to talk in the same language, even if they 
wish to talk to each other. 


The church segment now reinforces its belief 
that the solid values of life are simplicity, faith, 
self-abnegation, and that church members are the 
backbone of the country. The _ errant. brothers 
strengthen their belief that the solid values of life 
are ruggedness, initiative, and economic  su- 
premacy, and that aggressive individualists are 
the backbone of the country. 


Before long, the floundering wizard of the 
transient and mundane sphere of activities, who 
will not “believe” anything not proved as a fact, 
will begin to grope around in the mysticism of 
fortune telling and magic. Grasping at every wisp 
labeled “modernism”, unable now to form precise 
philosophical opinions for his inner guidance, he 
will have recourse to polls of public opinion and 
sway with every wind. At this stage he may even 
write for some magazine an article entitled. 
‘Whither are we Groping,” in which he will really 
be trying to answer the question for himself. In 
this article he will stress these points: (1) We 
must study our possibilities, (2) We must be on 
the alert for changes, (3) We must re-orient our 
thinking and get our bearings for the post-war era. 
And when he has read these same meaningless 
generalizations in a half dozen other periodicals 
to which he subscribes, he will feel secure, and his 


_ own growing constituency of “yes-men’”’ will back 


him up. But he will not consult any church publi- 
cations. Probably he will not know where to bor- 
row one. 


At every opportunity he will vote, as council- 
man, club member, or taxpayer to relax the 
stringent (hence outdated) laws and regulations 
that cumber our lives. As a juryman he will vote 
to restore the maiden name to some misguided 
and hasty divorcee; he will write letters urging 
the revocation of Blue Laws; he will speak out to 
index the preaching of the existence of Hell from 
modern pulpits; he will back a movement to have 
required courses removed from the curriculum of 
Ivy College. 


And while he is joining in the widespread col- 
lective push to make life spiritually easier, he will 
be softening up his personal moral fibre. By taking 
refuge in the judgments of others he will renounce 
his duty to stand on his Christian convictions. He 
will not like to be alone. Solitude will bore him. 
His prayer life and meditation will be forgotten. 
Inwardly he will be unhappy. 


Of course, if he is financially successful he will 
be able to surround himself with garish garments 
that conceal his unhappiness and despair. He will 
smile or boisterously laugh to give the appearance 
of a happy man, or to make his family happy. But 
to himself he will admit being full of hopelessness 
and dissatisfaction. And if a day of crisis should 
come, it is not certain that he will be able to with- 
stand the shock, for his. spiritual stamina is 
critically low. His next move may be a tragedy 
that will make the front pages. 


It is clear that this breakdown has not been 
sudden. The older man or woman standing on the 
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brink of disaster has come a long road from the 
age of the college man or the newly-wed. But the 
progress to his impending tragedy has been steady 
and predictable, even if it has been unrecognized. 
His failure has evolved through a hundred acts of 
repudiation of his duty. 


The laws of human conduct which we must take 
very often on faith, revelation, or testimony, are 
fully as inscrutable as those transcribed in statute 
books in the world of jurisprudence, or those in 
manuals of the physical sciences. They ought not 
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to be neglected merely because they are expressed 
in poetic scriptures, or subject to slight variation 
of interpretation. We know that the mind and soul 
are delicate instruments in need of constant nur- 
ture. Let us therefore be attentive to the direction 
in which we are moving spiritually. The strength- 
ening or breakdown of our spiritual fibre depends 
on the kind of attention we give to it. 


*Elder in the First Presbyterian Church, Fulton, 
Mo. (Registrar, Westminster College.) 








The Commission On The 
Minister And His Work 


By Rev. Daniel J. Currie* 


“The Athenians and the strangers that were 
there spent their time in nothing else, but to hear 
or tell some new thing.” The Athenian mind is 
with us still. Novelty has its appeal. If dissatisfied, 
we change. But change may not mean progress. 
It is said that a Confederate soldier asked his 
colored man, ‘‘What of the battle?” He replied: “I 
don’t know, boss, but I’m afraid our men are ad- 
vancing backward.’} 


Changes are everywhere, even in the Church, 
our Church. Think a minute. Worship is growing 
formal. Rotation in church officers is optional. 
Pastors must retire at seventy, even if efficient. 
Our Confession of Faith and Catechisms have been 
revised. The Ministers’ Annuity is to replace Min- 
isterial Relief. Some write “Church School” for 
“Sunday School.” Some want term pastorates. 
Along with the rest we have the Commission on 
the Minister and his Work. It looks like a real 
case of new-itis. 


Changes sometimes have their background in 
the spirit of their day. The financial crash of 1929 
brought a depression both in state and Church. 
Restlessness followed and the Church did _ not 
escape. Pastors wanted new pastorates and pas- 
torates wanted new pastors. For several years the 
Assembly dealt with “‘changes in pastorates.” The 
question was how to make them effective. The 
1936 Assembly appointed an adinterim committee 
to study the subject, especially the minister and 
his work. That committee reported at length to 
the Assembly of 1937, making several proposals 
and offering an amendment to the Book of Church 
Order. The Assembly gave its approval and sent 
it to the Presbyteries. Of the 88 Presbyteries 47 
(just two more than the majority) gave their ap- 
proval. And the 1938 Assembly again approved 
and enacted the Commission on the Minister and 
his Work as a law of the Church. This is the his- 
tory of this new amendment to our Book of Church 
Order. 


In making its report in 1937 the committee 
stated: 


1. That its proposals were of “far-reaching con- 
sequences.” And they were. 


2. That it had “been careful that the familiar 
principles of Presbyterian Government should not 
be violated.” How careful? 


3. “We do not believe that a too radical de- 
parture from the practices which have been found 
effective over a long period of years would be 
wise.” Note “too radical”. These frank admissions 
of the committee are worth remembering. 


The Commission on the Minister and his Work 
should be thoughtfully considered. 


1. It is plain that the language of the Com- 
mission is not plain. It is vague, obscure, indistinct. 
Presbytery has overtured the Assembly asking for 
explanation and clariiication of its wording. 


2. It necessarily follows that the Commission 
itself is complex, impracticable, unworkable. Con- 
sequently some Presbyteries may use the Com- 
mission only in part while other Presbyteries may 
omit it. 


3. The Commission is given undue and un- 
necessary power. It is given authority which, ex- 
cept by special reference as occasion requires, 
should be retained by the Presbytery. It also in- 
fringes on rights which naturally belong to the 
churches. A study of the Commission itself makes 
both of these statements to be true. 


For the Presbytery to refer certain matters that 
need adjustment as occasions may arise from time 
to time is a very different thing from having a 
continuous commission (as is the Commission on 
the Minister and his Work) to deal with such 
matters as they may occur. Both history and prac- 
tice in our Presbyteries fail to show that such 
occasions occur frequently enough to justify the 
need of the Commission. 


Take this illustration. The authority of Presby- 
tery to visit churches and redress evils that may 
be there (Book of Church Order Paragraph 76) 
is by paragraph 76a practically given over to the 
Commission on the Minister and his Work. Have 
we such church troubles that it is necessary to 
have a continuous Commission ready to settle these 
troubles? I have observed the life of our churches 
a good many years, and I do not feel it so. 


Despite the statement in section (7) of para- 
graph 76a of the Book of Church Order—that 
this commission is in accordance with the defini- 
tion of a commission in paragraph 92—the Com- 
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mission on the Minister and his Work is not in 
keeping with the spirit and purport of a com- 
mission. Plainly the language of paragraph 92 con- 
templates the appointment of a commission to deal 
with business from time to time, while the Com- 
mission on the Minister and his Work is really an 
adinterim Commission. It is indeed something en- 
tirely new in the working of our Church. 


The Commission has power to thwart the will of 
the Presbytery that appoints it. Paragraph 76a 
section (2) reads: “The Presbytery shall establish 
Stated Supplies—after recommendation of Pres- 
bytery’s Commission on the Minister and his 
Work.” If the Commission does not give its rec- 
ommendation, then Presbytery may not estab- 
lish such relationship. Is that Presbyterianism? 


The assigned function of the Commission in 
connection with the work of a church in securing 
a pastor, stated supply, or even temporary supply, 
makes that work very tedious, trying and diffi- 
cult. According to the duties assigned the Com- 
mission as soon as a church becomes vacant, the 
Commission must come in and take part in each 
step toward securing a minister. The session must 
call on the Commission, even if only a temporary 
supply is needed for a few Sundays service, for 
“aid and advice.” Paragraph 76a section (2). 


And when a temporary supply is secured, he 
may not become Stated Supply or Pastor there, 
though he may be just the man the church needs 
and wants. 76a, (2). 


When a vacant church needs a pastor, the 
Commission not only has “the privilege of nominat- 
ing suitable men to the committee’ of the church, 





but the committee must have the advice of the 
Commission as to “the merits or suitability of any 
man whose name it expects to put before the 
congregation.” 76a (3). This means that the Com- 
mission really determines what pastor a church 
may secure. Is this Presbyterianism? It is not 
said that any Commission would do such a thing, 
but as once a President “packed the court,” so a 
Commission might pack a Presbytery with pastors 
of like minds as their own. 


And think of this!! If names of ministers are 
sent to the committee of a vacant church as pro- 
spective pastors, all such names must be turned 
over to the Commission with information as to 
where such names come from!! Yes, just think of 
that!! (Paragraph 122 “enacted by the Assembly 
in 1945’). 


D. As we think of these things we must ask 
again, Has a local church no rights of its own 
without being supervised at every step in the 
choice of their pastor? Presbyterianism such as our 
fathers knew and practiced had regard for indi- 
vidual members as well as individual churches. 


E. One can hardly face these and other facts 
squarely and fail to realize that our Church is far, 
very far, from what it was a few decades ago. How 
can one face the facts of the Commission and its 
functions as they are and not realize that it is 
both radical and unPresbyterian? Presbyterianism 
means a Church Government by a gradation of 
courts. But if those courts forget the natural 
rights of the governed, we are not, as we claim, a 
Christian Democracy but a form of Prelacy. 


*DeFuniak Springs, Fla. 











Reports To The General Assembly 


(Others To Be Printed In Next Issue) 


Report Of The Permanent Committee 
On Co-operation And Union 


The General Assembly’s Permanent Committee 
on Co-operation and Union would submit the fol- 
lowing report: 


Since the 1945 General Assembly our Drafting 
Committee, in conjunction with a similar commit- 
tee of the Department of Co-operation and Union, 
Presbyterian General Assembly U.S.A., has been 
working diligently on the revision of the Proposed 
Plan for reunion between our two Churches. 


Many valuable suggestions relative to this work 
have been received in the light of which there have 
been made a large number of changes in the Pro- 
posed Plan, some of them basic. 


We had hoped to present to this 1946 General 
Assembly the complete Plan. However, the Joint 


Drafting Committee (U.S.A. and U.S.) has not 
found it practicable to finish the work of revision 
in time for presentation of the revised and com- 
pleted Plan at this time. We quote their action 
as follows: “That it is the sense of this Joint 
Drafting Committee that it will not be practicable 
to complete and present the final Plan of Reunion 
to our forthcoming General Assemblies in May, 
1946.” 


We shall put forth our best endeavors to pre- 
sent the revised and completed Plan to the 1947 
General Assembly and feel quite sure that we shall 
be able to do so. 


At this time we report encouraging progress. 
Respectfully submitted: Permanent Committee 


on Co-operation and Union, by Dunbar H. Ogden, 
Chairman. 
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Report Of The Permanent Committee 
On The Sabbath 


It is the conviction of this Committee that the 
Law of the Sabbath was ordained by God in the 
time of man’s innocency, was incorporated in the 
Code of Moral Laws proclaimed by God and writ- 
ten by Him upon tables of stone and recorded by 
inspiration in the Holy Scriptures; that it has 
never been abrogated in either the Old Testament 
period, or by Jesus or the inspired writers of the 
New Testament. The Law, in its essential ele- 
ments, is a Moral Law and is universal and per- 
petual, binding upon all people alike, believers in 
Christ and unbelievers. Revelation, reason, the re- 
sults of scientific experiment, and economic and 
social investigation prove conclusively that the 
worship of Almighty God and the weekly rest from 
toil at least one day in every seven fulfil the im- 
perial demands of both the body and soul of man. 


But notwithstanding the command of God and 
the blessings involved in and flowing from a Scrip- 
tural observance of the Law, its violation and dese- 
cration have increased and are increasing at an 
alarming and destructive rate. If the pace of this 


apostasy continues for another generation little 


will be left of the high values and sacredness of 
this Divine institution. 


In the Sixth of the old McGuffey Readers, which 
were assigned readings in the schools of a gen- 
eration or two ago, is an article which the Gen- 
eral Assembly might well declare “assigned read- 
ing” for all the people, young and old, of our 
Church. The article is entitled, “Observance of the 
Sabbath.” We quote the greater part of it here 
in the hope that it may be read by the members 
of the Assembly, and by all our ministers, Church 
officers and people: 


“The Sabbath lies at the foundation of all true 
morality. Morality flows from principles. Let the 
principles of moral obligation become relaxed, and 
the practice of morality will not long survive the 
overthrow. No man can preserve his own morals, 
no parent can preserve the morals of his children, 
without the impressions of religious obligation. 


“If you can induce a community to doubt the 
genuineness and authenticity of the Scriptures; 
to question the reality and obligations of religion; 
to hesitate, undeciding, whether there be any 
such thing as virtue or vice; whether there be an 
eternal state of retribution beyond the grave; or 
whether there exists any such being as God, you 
have broken down the barriers of moral virtue, 
and hoisted the flood gates of immorality and 
crime. I need not say that when a people have done 
this, they can no longer exist as a tranquil and 
happy people. Every bond that holds society to- 
gether would be ruptured; fraud and treachery 
would take the place of confidence between man 
and man; the tribunals of justice would be scenes 
of bribery and injustice; avarice, perjury, am- 
bition and revenge would walk through the land, 
and render it more like a dwelling of savage beasts 
than the tranquil abode of civilized and Christian 
men, 


“If there is an institution which opposes itself 
to this progress of human degeneracy, and throws 
a shield before the interests of moral virtue in 
our thoughtless and wayward world, it is the 
Sabbath. In the fearful struggle between virtue 
and vice, notwithstanding the powerful auxiliaries 
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which wickedness finds in the bosoms of men, and 
in the seductions and influence of popular example, 
whenever the Sabbath has been suffered to live, 
the trembling interests of moral virtue have been 
revered and sustained. One of the principal occu- 
pations of this day is to illustrate and enforce the 
great principles of sound morality. Where this 
sacred trust is preserved inviolate, you behold a 
nation convened one day in ‘seven for the purpose 
of acquainting themselves with the best moral prin- 
ciples and precepts; and it cannot be otherwise 
than that the authority of moral virtue, under such 
auspices, should be acknowledged and felt. 


“We may not, at once, perceive the effects 
which this weekly observance produces. Like most 
moral causes, it operates slowly; but it operates 
surely, and gradually weakens the power and 
breaks the yoke of profligacy and sin. No villain 
regards the Sabbath. No vicious family regards 
the Sabbath. No immoral community regards the 
Sabbath. The holy rest of this ever-memorable 
day is a barrier which is always broken down be- 
fore men become giants in sin. Blackstone, in his 
Commentaries of the Laws of England, remarks 
that ‘a corruption of morals usually follows a pro- 
fanation of the Sabbath’. It is an observation of 
Lord Chief Justice Hale, that ‘of all the persons 
who were convicted of capital crimes, while he 
was on the bench, he found a few only who would 
not confess that they began their career of wicked- 
ness by a neglect of the duties of the Sabbath and 
vicious conduct on that day’. 


“You may enact laws for the suppression of 
immorality, but the secret and silent power of the 
Sabbath constitutes a stronger shield to the vital 
interest of the community than any code of penal 
statutes that ever was enacted. The Sabbath is the 
keystone of the arch which sustains the temple of 
virtue. 


“The observance of the Sabbath is also most 
influential in securing national prosperity. The 
God of Heaven has said ,‘Them that honor Me I 
will honor’. There is a multitude of unobserved 
influences which the Sabbath exerts upon the 
temporal welfare of men. Like its own Divine re- 
ligion, ‘it has the promise of the life that now is 
and that which is to come’, for men cannot put 
themselves beyond the reach of hope and heaven 
so long as they treasure up this one command, 
‘Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy’ ”’. 


We believe it to be the duty of the State to 
appoint and maintain a civil Sabbath free from 
worldly toil, worldly business and worldly sports, 
so that the people may have the time to devote 
to the worship of God and to the performance of 
religious duties and activities. Never in the history 
of our country has Sunday been more commercial- 
ized and maliciously desecrated than it is today. It 
should be of first concern to every true and loyal 
citizen to maintain the holiness of Sunday, for this 
is fundamental to the highest well-being of the 
State and society. The Continental conception of 
Sunday is both un-American and un-Christian. 


We believe it to be the duty of the Church to 
proclaim and properly enforce the Divine com- 
mand to observe the Sabbath-day Law as God has 
instructed. We summon all Christians, ministers, 
officers and members of the Church—men, women 
and young people—to abandon the compromising, 
defeatist attitude in respect to a Scriptural ob- 
servance of the Sabbath, and surrender not the 
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Church’s historic position, or lower its standard 
in reference to the proper observance of the Day. 


The weekly Sabbath must be saved. The responsi- 
bility for saving it rests, by Divine command, upon 
the individual, the family, the Church and the 
State. A united front of these agencies can, under 
the blessing of God, save the Day. Jesus, in an 
aggressive and courageous manner, met the 
apostasy of false-traditionalism, ultra-conservatism 
and extreme formalism of His time on earth, and 
He challenges us in our time to meet a like apostasy 
of ultra-liberalism, selfish commercialism and 
worldly pleasure-seeking and to restore the Holy 
Day to our Lord. A holy Sabbath and a secular 
Sunday cannot prevail contemporaneously. They 
are opposites, and one is subversive of the other. 
An ideal life and culture, a Christian Church and 
civilization cannot be built out of the debris of a 
broken down Sabbath. Secularize the Sabbath and 
you paganize the people. Justice John McLean of 
the Supreme Court of the United States truly 
said, “‘Where there is no Christian Sabbath, there 
is no Christian morality, and without this our 
free institutions cannot long be maintained.” 


We very earnestly call upon all who love our 
Lord and who love and cherish His Day to live 
by and proclaim the Law of the Sabbath as Divine 
in its origin, unrepealed and unrepealable, and 
most beneficent in its purpose and values, for the 
glory of God and our enjoyment of Him. 


We recommend, That September 29, 1946 be 
designated as Sabbath Observance Day, and that 
our ministers be urgently requested to preach a 
sermon on Sabbath Observance on that day and 
to read this report to their congregations. 


Yours respectfully: S. C. Byrd, Chairman, J. C. 
Bailey, C. A. Caleote, R. C. McQuilkin, J. A. 
Stoddard, J. M. Wells. 





Department Of Christian Relations 


The General Assembly of 1945 instructed the 
Permanent Committee on Social and Moral Wel- 
fare to study the proposal to establish a Depart- 
ment of Christian Relations which was made in 
overture No. 49 from the Presbytery of East Han- 
over, to formulate a practical plan setting up such 
a Department and to report to the General As- 
sembly of 1946. Your Committee respectfully sub- 
mits the following report in obedience to these 
instructions: 


Statement Of Principles 


We would, first of all, reaffirm the principles 
adopted by the Assembly of 1935 contained in the 
preamble of that report and found in the minutes 
of the 1935 Assembly, Page 93ff. This statement 
of principles ends with the paragraph dealing with 
the establishment of a Committee on Social and 
Moral Welfare. For the sake of brevity, we give 
here excerpts from the statement of principles as 
these appear in “A Digest of General Assembly 
Proceedings,” by Millard—see pages 144-45: 


1. It is the historic position of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States that the power of the 
Church is exclusively spiritual, that the provinces 
of Church and State are perfectly distinct, and the 
one has no right to usurp the jurisdiction of the 
other. To this historic position of our Church we 
give our unqualified assent. 


2. We believe, however, that the Church in ful- 
fillment of its spiritual function must interpret 
and present Christ’s ideal for the individual and 
for society, must warn men of the presence of sin 
and of its effects in individual life and in the 
social life, must offer Christ to the individual and 
to society as the only Revealer of God and the 
only Redeemer of mankind, must seek with the 
spiritual weapons at its disposal to establish His 
Lordship in the hearts of all men, and over every 
area of human life. 


3. Other organizations deal with man’s environ- 
ment, both political and economic. The Church 
cannot remain indifferent to these areas of life, 
inasmuch as man cannot be separated from his 
environment, and there must always be mutual 
interaction between the two. Nonetheless the pri- 
mary mission of the Church is to the individual. 
The greatest service that it can render to him, the 
greatest contribution that it can make to society 
is to bring men and women into saving relation- 
ship with God (through evangelism), and to main- 
tain and develop the soul’s fellowship with God 
(through worship). 


4. In accordance with Christ’s command the 
Church must also teach men to love their neigh- 
bors as themselves, and to do so in every area of 
life, in the social sphere, as well as in the indi- 
vidual sphere, in the home, in the school and in the 
Church, in industry and in politics, in racial con- 
tacts, and in international affairs. 


5. It cannot discharge this part of its responsi- 
bility unless it deals with those actual evils in the 
individual life, and in the social order which 
threaten men’s moral and spiritual development, 
which hinder the progress of God’s Kingdom here 
on earth, and which produce needless suffering 
and distress among the children of men: unless in 
some definite and concrete fashion it encourages 
and stimulates its members to realize the ideals 
of Christ in their individual lives, in the life of 
each group of which they are participants and in 
the total life of the nation. 


Reasons For Such A 
Department 


1. The present situation in the world—con- 
fusion, tension, insecurity, unrest, frictions, gross 
sin, 

2. Failure of many people in the Church to make 
their Christian profession real in practice. 


3. The lack of time and opportunity experienced 
by many Church members in keeping informed 
and in deciding what to do about social and moral 
matters. 


4. The need of immediate action in many 
matters of grave concern to church people. 


5. Confusion in the minds of many in our 
church regarding some of the great issues of our 
time. 


6. Need for giving accurate guidance to our 
young people, as well as to our men and women, 
in the area of Christian Relationships. 


7. Our conviction that the Gospel applies to all 
of life, and that the Scriptures have a message 
for men and women in all their life relationships. 


8. Our conviction that the only power that 
can save is the Gospel of Christ, and that changed 
men and women will change society, 
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9. Inadequacy of our present methods: the 
Committee on Social and Moral Welfare is 
hampered by lack of funds and by the fact that it 
has no full-time director or secretary. Under the 
circumstances it has not been possible to provide 
literature for groups within the Church nor to 
work out promotional programs coordinated with 
other agencies. We are not officially represented 
at interdenominational conferences and thus are 
unable to make our influence felt, or to receive 
full benefit from the wisdom and work of others. 


General Functions Of 
The Department 


1. To speak to the churches. 


2. To speak for the churches when commissioned 
to do so, or when the Assembly’s pronouncements 
are to be carried out. 


3. To speak and act in its own name in specific 
situations and as an intermediary between our 
Church and other groups, or movements. 


4. To cooperate with other Assembly’s agencies. 


5. To produce suitable literature for infor- 
mational and instructional purposes. 


In order that a Department of Christian Re- 
lations may be erected in our Church, we re- 
spectfully submit the following recommendations: 


1. That the Assembly authorize the formation 
of a Department of Christian Relations under the 
control of an Assembly Committee which shall be 
appointed by the 1946 Assembly. 


2. That this new Assembly Committee be com- 
posed of 12 members, elected in classes of four 
for one, two and three years. In each class two 
members shall be ministers, one a layman and one 


a lay woman. In addition to these twelve members, 
it is recommended that each Executive Commit- 
tee of the Church, and each Promotional Commit- 
tee be instructed to appoint one of their members 
to act as advisory members of the Committee on 
Christian Relations. 


3. That the Committee on Christian Relations 
be instructed to elect a full time secretary and to 
provide the secretary with an office, necessary 
equipment and secretarial help. 


4. That the budget for the work of this Depart- 
ment be fixed at $20,000, and that this amount be 
provided by allocating for the use of this Depart- 
ment 1 percent of Assembly’s benevolences. Since 
this recommendation cannot be effective until 
April 1, 1947, it is recommended that the As- 
sembly provide from some source one-half the 
above amount and fix the time for the inaugura- 
tion of the new department for Oct. 1, 1946. 


5. That the Assembly instruct the newly elected 
Committee of Christian Relations to prepare a 
manual setting forth its function, rules of actions 
and methods of procedure, which man.val shall be 
presented to the 1947 Assembly for sudvice and 
approval. 


6. That, pending the approval of th» manual, 
the Committee on Christian Relations be instruct- 
ed to use due care that all its actions sh: ll be in 
accordance with that portion of the 193» state- 
ment of principles, printed in part above. 


7. That the present Permanent Committee on 
Social and Moral Welfare be discharged from 
further service and duties upon the appointment 
of the new Committee on Christian Relations. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Stuart R. Oglesby, Chairman. 








LETTERS 


First Presbyterian Church 


Crowley . Louisiana 


March 16, 1946. 


Mr. Richardson Ayers, 
Alexandria, La. 


Dear Mr. Ayers: 


I have just read with interest your article on 
“The Real Issue In Union.” Although, as you 
probably know, I am on the other side of the fence 
from you on the church reunion question, I am 
glad that you, as a layman, are interested enough 
in the question to study it and to express yourself 
about it. I sincerely wish there were many more 
laymen who would do the same. Too often, I am 
afraid, most laymen simply adopt the position of 
the ministers they like best without really studying 
the question through for themselves. 


As a fellow-presbyter, I trust you will not mind 
my making one comment about your article. I do 
not believe you really do justice to the content of 
the Auburn Affirmation. I would be the last man 
to claim that this Affirmation is a fundamentalist 
document, but, on the other hand, its so-called 
“modernism” has been so unreasonably exaggerat- 
ed that I sometimes wonder whether those who at- 
tack it have really taken the trouble to read it. 
Whether you have or not I do not know; but I am 
confident that you could not have read it recently 
and then have made the statements you did about 
it. 

I have it before me now as I write and I have 
just re-read it in full. At no place can I find that 
it affirms the non-essential character of the five 
doctrines in question as you claim it does. In gen- 
eral it makes two main points about these doc- 
trines: 1. That the General Assembly does not have 
the constitutional right to select any five doctrines 
and call them “essential” because this is, in effect, 
amending the constitution of the church in an un- 
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constitutional manner. I quote from the Affirma- 
tion itself: 


“From this provision of our constitution, it 
is evident that neither in one General As- 
sembly nor in many, without concurrent ac- 
tion of the Presbyteries, is there authority to 
declare what the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. believes and teaches; and that the as- 
sumption that any General Assembly has au- 
thoritatively declared what the church be- 
lieves and teachers is groundless.” 


This is, of course, a point in Presbyterian law and 
procedure widely recognized by conservatives and 
liberals alike. 


2. The second main point made by the Affir- 
mation is an objection to the particular description 
of these five doctrines in the document adopted 
by the 1923 General Assembly. Please note that 
the basic doctrines involved are not denied, but 
rather affirmed clearly and strongly. The wording 
of the Assembly’s statement constitutes not the 
doctrines themselves but theories about these doc- 
trines expressed in a manner not acceptable even 
to all orthodox Christians. I quote again from the 
Affirmation and I underline parts of particular 
significance: 


“Furthermore, this opinion of the General 
Assembly attempts to commit our church to 
certain theories concerning the inspiration of 
the Bible, and the Incarnation, the Atone- 
ment, the Resurrection, and the Continuing 
Life and Supernatural Power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We all hold most earnestly to 
thése great facts and doctrines; we all be- 
lieve from our hearts that the writers of the 
Bible were inspired of God; that Jesus Christ 
was God manifest in the flesh; that God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, 
and through Him we have redemption; that 
having died for our sins He rose from the 
dead and is our everliving Saviour; that in 
His earthly ministry He wrought many mighty 
works, and by His vicarious death and unfail- 
ing presence He is able to save to the utter- 
most. Some of us regard the particular 
theories contained in the deliverance of the 
General Assembly of 1923 as satisfactory ex- 
planations of these facts and doctrines. But 
we are united in believing that these are not 
the only theories allowed by the Scriptures 
and our standards as explanations of these 
facts and doctrines of our religion, and that 
all who hold to these facts and _ doctrines, 
whatever theories they may employ to ex- 
plain them, are worthy of all confidence and 
fellowship.” 


On the basis of the comments and quotations I 
have given I am confident you will recognize that 
you have not given an accurate interpretation of 
the Affirmation in the comments you made about 
it in your article. 


In order that others who read your article may 
have this same information, I am taking the liberty 
of sending a copy of this letter to the Journal 
with the request that it be published. 


Yours very sincerely, 


J. Malecolmn Murchison. 


From Richardson Ayres 


Alexandria, La. 
March 28, 1946. 


Rev. J. Maleolm Murchison, 
Crowley, La. 


My Dear Mr. Murchison: 


I have your letter of the 16th with regard to 
my article in The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
entitled “The Real Issue in Union. I am glad that 
you apparently agree with some of the things 
in that article, but I am truly sorry that you feel 
called upon to defend the Auburn Affirmation. 


When the article was written I felt sure that I 
understood the meaning of the Auburn Affirma- 
tion. However, since receiving your letter ques- 
tioning my knowledge of the matter under dis- 
cussion I have read it again. My statements still 
stand just as I made them in the article. Without 
going into a lengthy discussion, I shall endeavor 
to tell you why: 


1. The constitutional question raised in para- 
graph three of your letter is easily answered. The 
identical five doctrines affirmed in 1923 had been 
affirmed previously as essential by the General 
Assembly in 1910 and 1916 of the Northern 
Church. Further, there was nothing new in them. 
Every one of these five doctrines is set forth in 
the Confession of Faith, and elaborated in the 
larger and shorter catechisms, all of which are 
part of the doctrinal statements of the Northern 
Church.. The constitutional question, however, is 
a very minor matter. The Real Issue is one of 
Belief. 


2. Let us now look at the five doctrines them- 
selves and compare them with statements con- 
tained in your letter as quoted from the Auburn 
Affirmation. 


Inspiration Of The Bible 


This doctrine as affirmed by the 1923 General 
Assembly of the Northern Church reads, “It is an 
essential doctrine of the Word of God and our 
standards that the Holy Spirit did so inspire, guide 
and move the writers of Holy Scripture as to keep 
them from error.” 


I now quote from the Auburn Affirmation 
which you had before you as follows: “We hold 
that the General Assembly of 1923 in asserting 
that the Holy Spirit did so inspire, guide and move 
the writers of Holy Scripture as to keep them 
from error; spoke without warrant of Scripture or 
of the Confession of Faith.” 


“We hold—that the Scriptures “are given by 
Inspiration of God to be the rule of faith and life.” 
In plain language this means that the Bible is 
not the Inspired Word of God, because, if full 
of errors as the Auburn Affirmation implies is 
possible, it could not be the product of Divine Wis- 
dom. 


Virgin Birth 


The 1923 Declaration of the General Assembly 
reads, “It is an essential doctrine of the Word of 
God and our standards that our Lord Jesus Christ 
was born of the Virgin Mary.” 


The Auburn Affirmation says “we hold that 
Jesus Christ was God manifest in the flesh.’ 
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The Gospels of Matthew and Luke set forth the 
Virgin Birth of our Lord very clearly as a fact. 
It is either true or false with no possible middle 
ground. 


Atonement 


The 1923 Declaration of the General Assembly 
reads, “It is an essential doctrine of the Word of 
God and our standards that Christ offered up 
Himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and 
to reconcile us to God.” The Confession of Faith 
supports this, and the Word of God plainly teaches 
the substitution of Christ as a sacrifice for our 
sins, yet it is called a “theory” in the Auburn Af- 
firmation. 


The Auburn Affirmation says: “We hold that 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Him- 
self, and through him we have redemption,” not 
however the “theory” that “Christ offered Him- 
self a sacrifice to satisfy Divine Justice and to 
reconcile us to God.” 


Resurrection 


The 1923 Declaration of the General Assembly 
reads: “It is an essential doctrine of the Word 
of God and of our standards concerning our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that on the third day He arose again 
from the dead with the same body with which He 
suffered, with which He also ascended into heaven, 
and there sitteth at the right hand of His Father, 
making intercession.” 


The Auburn Affirmation states, “We hold that 
having died for our sins he arose from the dead 
and is our ever living Saviour.” The difference 
here is’ that the Auburn Affirmation claims the 
bodily Resurrection is only one “theory.” Certainly 
the Bible teaches the bodily Resurrection of Jesus 
very plainly as a fact and not a “theory.” 


Miracles 


The 1923 Declaration of the General Assembly 
reads: “It is an essential doctrine of the Word 
of God as the supreme standard of our faith that 
our Lord Jesus showed His power and love by 
working mighty Miracles. This working was not 
contrary to nature, but superior to it.” 


The Auburn Affirmation states, “that in His 
earthly Ministry He wrought many mighty works.” 
(Not Miracles). 


The issue here is very clear. It is between the 
supernatural and the natural. Either Christ was 
Very God of Very God and had the powers of God 
as stated in the Bible or he was just another man. 


You will note that the word “theories” is used 
four times in the Auburn Affirmation in connec- 
tion with the Inspiration of Scriptures, Virgin 
Birth, Atonement, Resurrection and Miracles. To 
those of us who believe the Bible is truly the In- 
spired Word of God, no “theories” are necessary. 
The Doctrines just mentioned are facts plainly 
stated in God’s Holy Word. They are either true 
or false. We believe they are true. 


3. The Auburn Affirmation was written, as you 
doubtless know, to defend the preaching of Dr. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick in the First Presbyterian 
Church of New York City. (See Auburn Affirma- 
tion) Now what was and is his position on the five 
Doctrines under discussion? Let us see. 


Inspiration Of Scriptures 


Fosdick: “The passage of centuries has made 
untenable for us Scriptural ways of thinking.” 
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Keep The "Memory Of 
Heroes And Loved Ones 
Alive With The Song Of 


CARILLONIC 
BELLS 


Remember, not in the silence of sorrow, but 
in ringing, faith-filled music, those who have 
put on, so young, the shining investiture of 
immortality. Let Carillonic Bells ring out for 
them, stirring the air in music as golden and 
triumphant as the youth they wear unfading. 
Let bells sing their valor through the lanes 
and fields they knew, the streets they walked, 
the homes they loved, to the listening hearts 
of those who loved them. From any tower or 
building, the glowing tones of Schulmerich 
Carillonic Bells can sing their memorial, day 
after day, in a tribute ever new, with an in- 
spiration never old. No finer memorial bells 
can be chosen than those constructed by 
Schulmerich electronic engineers. They are 
convenient to install, requiring no additional 
structure, modernly compact in size and cost. 
Carillonic Bells are the master-result of a 
quarter century of electronic science. Ra- 
diantly clear, the tones blend from deep- 
throated beauty to a delicate, high purity. 
The full sweetness of their tone far surpasses 
any other chimes or bells made. If you would 
like to have Carillonic Bells installed as a 
memorial for those beloved in your commu- 
nity, we shall be 
glad to send you a 
descriptive brochure, 
giving complete 
details. Write our 
Department SP-2. *“alaly 
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CARILLONIC BELLS - TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS - ACOUSTIC 
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Virgin Birth 


Fosdick: “The Virgin Birth is—a biological 
miracle that our modern minds cannot use.” 


Atonement 


Fosdick: “Jesus has immeasurably heightened 
man’s estimate of his own worth and possibilities 
—and challenged men to claim their spiritual 
birth-right as children of God.” 


Resurrection 


Fosdick: “I do not believe in the resurrection 
- the flesh. I do not believe in physical return of 
esus.”’ 


Miracles 


Fosdick: “Bible miracles will more and more 
become unreal ghosts, lost in antiquity: and, 
gradually becoming dimmer, will disappear in 
utter incredulity.” 


_ These unbeliefs are what the Auburn Affirma- 
tion was written to support. It is so cunningly 
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worded that its all inclusive language covers al- 
most any shade of belief or unbelief. 


From the foregoing we can reach only one con- 
clusion, that is, that the five statements of our 
belief mentioned in my article are certainly not 
essential for a minister according to the Auburn 
Affirmation. In fact he may have as many beliefs 
as he can conjure up theories to explain and still 
be “worthy of all confidence and fellowship.” In 
closing, I again commend to any others that may 
read this letter Jeremiah 6:16, “Thus saith the 
Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for 
the old paths, where is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” 


In view of your letter and to justify the po- 
sition which I have taken I am sending a copy of 
this to The Southern Presbyterian Journal. With 
best wishes and highest personal regards, I am, 


Very Sincerely, 


Richardson Ayres. 





Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For May 19: A Friend Who 
Learned To Believe 


Scripture John 11:7-16; 20:19-29. Devotional 
Reading: II Timothy 1:3-12. 


It is a wonderful experience to believe and 
know, like Paul—to have a faith that will not 
shrink—to be able to say as he does in II Tim. 
1:12, “I know whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that He is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto Him against that day.”” He seemed 
to be afraid that young Timothy’s faith might fail, 
and fear take possession of his heart in the face 
= affliction and trial, so he writes to encourage 

im. 


A strong faith is a fine possession. It keeps us 
much happier as we travel. Mr. Fearing does not 
have a very happy journey, but he does have a safe 
journey. A weak faith, a faith that has to cry, 
“Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief,” will 
save us, because we lay hold upon an Almighty and 
Loving Savior, but a strong faith makes us much 
more comfortable, contented, and joyous. 


Not all Christians, however, are blessed with a 
strong faith. ‘““Doubts and fears” assail some of 
the best of God’s children. We were talking to one 
such the other day, and with tears he confessed his 
struggles with doubt. Satan seems to delight in 
torturing some people in this way. 


Thomas had a despondent and melancholy dispo- 
sition, fruitful soil for unbelief and doubts. He 
seemed to look on the dark side of everything. This 
comes out in our first passage of Scripture: 


Willing To Die: John 11:7-16. The sad message 
had come from the home in Bethany that Lazarus 
was sick. When Jesus heard this He delayed 
going for two days. Then He suggested that they 


go back into Judea. The disciples said; ‘‘Master, 
the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest 
thou hither again’? He told them that “four friend 
Lazarus sleepest; but I go that I may awake him 
out of sleep.’”” He was speaking of his death and 
told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. And I am 
glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the in- 
tent ye may believe.” : 


Thomas’ answer shows a sort of dogged courage, 
but also his characteristic despondency: ‘‘Let us 
also go that we may die with Him.” He exhibits 
very little faith in the ability of Christ to take 
care of Himself, despite all the evidence he had 
seen of His power, and the many miracles He had 
performed. 


We take the liberty to insert one more passage 
here—John 14:5—-which throws some light on 
Thomas’ character. It is the question he asked 
Christ in the upper room. Their Friend had just 
finished telling the disciples that He was going 
to prepare a place for them, “And whither I go 
ye know, and the way ye know.” Here is Thomas’ 
answer: “we know not whither thou goest; and 
how can we know the way?” This has always been 
a great question for doubters (agnostics) ‘“‘We 
know not: how can we know?” 


Unwilling To Believe: John 20:19-25. All the 
disciples were thoroughly disheartened when the 
tragedy of Calvary took place. They were not 
prepared for this eventuality, in spite of the oft- 
repeated teaching and warnings of the Savior. 
These had fallen on dull ears and slow under- 
standings. 


The hopes of most of them revived rather 
quickly when the good news of His resurrection 
kept coming in. All of them except Thomas were 
gathered in the room when Jesus came and stood 
in their midst. It was a glorious meeting. But 
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THEY STILL 
NEED CHRIST 


The occupation troops in many places over the 
world, as well as those in training camps, still need 
spiritual aid. Thousands of veterans in University 
Centers, many living with their families in “Trailer 
Camps,” are without church advantages. To these 
young people in the formative years of their lives 
the Council is ministering in the name of our 
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Thomas was not with them when Jesus came. We 
can easily see why. It was all over for him. The 
bottom had dropped out and a deadly discourage- 
ment had enveloped him. 


When he was told of the meeting and what had 
taken place, he made the answer which all know 
so well and which has given him the name of 
“Doubting Thomas”: “Except I shall see—and put 
my finger—and thrust my hand—I will not be- 
lieve.” This seems a most hopeless case of un- 
belief, but not so: 


Every Doubt Gone: John 20:26-29. “And after 
eight days—and Thomas with them.” We cannot 
help but wonder what took place during the inter- 
vening week. Did the disciples and the women all 
combine their efforts to try and persuade him to 
be present the next time they met? We feel sure 
that all the brotherly love they had was used to 
get him to come. 


Shall we miss the practical lesson for us all? 
Two lessons, in fact: (1) We always miss a rich 
blessing when we are “not with them” when Jesus 
comes. Doubts increase in solitude and sorrow. 
They disappear when we get together with Jesus 
in the midst. Thomas spent a whole week in need- 
less gloom because he missed that meeting. (2) 
If our brother, Thomas, is not with us on this 
Lord’s Day, shall we not do all in our power to 
have him with us the next time we meet? 


His Friend had a special message for Thomas as 
He had for Peter:’” Reach hither thy finger— 
thy hand—be not faithless, but believing.” 


When the doubter is convinced, he is convinced 
“all over,’ and makes one of the strongest and 
clearest confessions of faith we have: “My Lord 
and My God.” His Master, his Divine Master— 
God. But it took “seeing” to convince him. Is 
there not a rebuke in Jesus words; ‘‘Because thou 
hast seen Me, thou hast believed; blessed are they 
that have not seen and yet have believed?” 


This blessing can be ours. Our faith is not an 
unreasonable faith. It is based on the best and 
clearest of evidence, the testimony of those who 
saw Him and were willing to die for their belief 
in Him. We also have the personal witness of the 
Spirit in our hearts and all the cumulative evi- 
dence of the miraculous power of the Gospel ac- 
companied by the work of the Holy Spirit in the 
world since that day. We can say in the words of 
Peter: “‘Whom having not seen ye love; in whom, 
though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye re- 
joice with joy unspeakable and full of glory” (I 
Peter 1:8). Was Peter thinking of this meeting 
with Thomas? It looks that way. 


We are glad that Jesus had a “Doubting Thomas” 
in the band of friends, for it encourages us in our 
moments of flickering faith, and it helps us to 
help our friends who may be doubters. If we can 
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get these into the very presence of our Friend 
where they can feel His touch and see His power 
even today as He works miracles of redeeming 
grace, we can convince them of the reality and 
glory of it all. There is no finer cure for doubt 
than to see first hand what Christ can do for 
sin-sick souls. A great Revival is the best Remover 
of doubt and unbelief. 


We feel sure, too, that every earnest, sincere 
doubter, who is willing to do, will soon know. 
They, as Thomas, will be led into the clear light 
of day. Our Friend has infinite patience with 
doubters of this class. 


Shall we not pray, “Lord, increase our faith’? 





Lesson For May 26: Finding A New 
Sense Of Values - Temperance Lesson 


Scripture: Luke 12:18 - 24:30; I Timothy 6:17. 
Devotional Reading: Matthew 6:19-33. 


New people ought to have a new sense of values. 
Worldly men have one ideal; Christians must have 
another. 


We can never forget the picture in Pilgrim’s 
Progress of the man with the muck rake, so busy 
with trash that he could not see the angel with 
a crown, ready to place it on his brow. It all boils 
down to the simple proposition: God or Gold— 
eternal treasure that God is eager to give, or 
temporal riches which gold is able to buy. 


May we gather from this rather long, but ex- 
ceedingly rich and interesting assignment, some 
of the most obvious lessons and illustrations of 
our topic, both of a negative and positive nature. 
What does this ‘“‘New Sense of Values” keep us 
from; what does it enable us to be and do? 


It keeps us from being Pharisees (Luke 12:1-4). 
The Pharisee was a hypocrite. He wore a mask, 
and he thought more of the mask than the man. 
He stressed the external, and overlooked the in- 
ternal: he looked at the material and forgot the 
spiritual; the “hidden man of the heart.” The 
“leaven of the Pharisees” is still at work in the 
world. We have plenty of Pharisees today, both 
in state and in church. Jesus knew the danger, and 
warned us against it; the philosophy of the Phari- 
see has been a curse to the church. 


It keeps us from FEAR. (Lukel2:4-12). Why 
do we fear? Because men can hurt or kill our 
bodies, and take away our material possessions. 
But the body is not the man; the soul, the heart, 
the spirit, is the man. We are of more value than 
our bodies and our Heavenly Father cares for us. 


To confess Christ before men may mean im- 
prisonment of body, the burning of the body, but 
it also means the saving of the life, the soul. The 
martyrs had this new “sense of values” and con- 
sidered not their lives dear unto themselves, but 
joyously went to the stake, or were thrown to the 
lions, knowing that they were safe in the arms 
of their Saviour. John now had this “‘new sense 
of values” and never feared the face of men. Have 
we gotten rid of fear? 


It keeps us from Covetousness—the terrible 
sin and curse to the world, about which our Master 
warned us so often. (Luke 12:13-21). 
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Our Savior rebukes the covetous man who 
wanted Him to make his brother divide the in- 
heritance with him, and then relates the parable 
of the Rich Fool, or Rich Farmer. The foolish part 
was that this man thought he could feed his soul 
on the food he raised on his farm, Instead of being 
grateful to God for his abundant crops and prais- 
ing Him for His goodness, he was self-sufficient 
and self-satisfied. Isaac also was a rich farmer 
but he was no fool. He knew that his real riches 
consisted in his covenant relation and covenant 
blessings—his spiritual wealth. Thank God that we 
do have rich farmers and rich business men who 
have this sort of wisdom—this new sense. 


It protects us from Worry, the besetting sin of 
so many of us. (Luke 12:22-32). 


We forget that “‘the life is more than food, and 
the body is more than clothes.” (Mont. Trans. Vs. 
24) God, our heavenly Father, knows that we 
have need for food and clothes. He has amply 
provided both. He also knows that the greatest 
need of our hearts is to seek first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, and then all our ma- 
terial needs will be provided. 


It makes us see to it that we have a better bank 
account in Heaven than on earth. (Luke 12:33-34.) 


“The Heart Follows the Hoard’ is the heading 
of this paragraph in the Montgomery Translation. 
Do we want a treasure inexhaustible in the heavens, 
or a treasure here which can be destroyed, or 
stolen, or take wings and fly away? 


It will make us Watch and be Ready for our 
Lord’s return. (Luke 12:35-48). 


We are servants, stewards, and we have been 
given a work to do, and talents for which we are 
responsible. How are we to spend our time while 
He is away? It depends on our sense of values. 
Will His coming find us unprepared? Will He find 
us indulging in the sinful pleasures and pursuits 
of the world? 


Not if we place the right value on the work 
which He has given us to do, or on our own char- 
acters which we are to keep pure and clean. We 
have been given much: much will be required of 
us. Our spiritual blessings are rich, our opportuni- 
ties many, our responsibility great. John Wesley 
“left three silver teaspoons, and the Methodist 
Church”; how much will you and I leave? Saved 
souls are the silver and gold of His Kingdom. 


It will enable us to stand firm and true in the 
Conflict that must ensue. (Luke 12:49-53). 


This new idea, or ideal, will meet with oppo- 
sition; our foes will be of our own household. Just 
as Jesus’ family thought He was “beside Him- 
self,” so some of our friends and relatives will 
think of us. They will call us “crazy” and try to 
stop our madness. We know personally of one such 
case, where the mother, strange to say, is making 
her daughter’s life miserable for this reason. How 
many of our missionaries have had to face this 
problem, in some form! But our “New Sense of 
Values” will give us grace to stand the storm. 
Later some who called us “fools” will call us 
heroes. 


Can we not read “the signs of the times’’? 
(Luke 12:54-57). Why are those who can read 
natural signs in the sky so slow to discern spiritual 
signs? 
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It will save us from the Rich Man’s Peril. 


(Luke 18:24-30). 


The rich young ruler had just made his decision 
—chosen his wealth instead of Christ: put gold be- 
fore God. This is the danger for all rich men; to 
trust in riches. Those who trust in riches will 
never enter heaven. The same lesson is found in 
our passage from I Timothy 6:17. Rich people and 
good people are saved in the same way that poor 
people and bad people are saved—by the grace of 
God, by faith. 

It will enable a rich man to be saved. (Luke 
19:1-10). 

Zacchaeus was a rich man, and Zacchaeus was 
saved. “This day is salvation come to this house.” 


When Zacchaeus met Christ, he surrendered 
He realized that he had found “the pearl of great 
price’; that all his material wealth was nothing 
compared to Christ. His restitution, his generosity, 
did not purchase salvation, but came as a result 
of salvation. ‘“‘“Forasmuch as he also is a son of 
Abraham’”—he was saved by faith like father 
Abraham. Would that ALL our rich men could 
meet a Christ as Zacchaeus did and be saved and 
blessed as he was! 


The temperance application might run all 
through this lesson. In its broadest and best mean- 
ing temperance, self-control, would help us to have 
this “new sense of values” and our “new sense 
of values” would insure temperance. 








Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


CHURCH WOMAN’S CALENDAR 
May 1946 


May 5: Foreign Missions Day in the Sunday 
School. 


May 5-12: Christian Family Week. 
May 12: Defense Service Council Day. 
May Circle Meeting: Topic, “Seeing and Serving.” 


May Auxiliary Meeting: Topic, “Why Are We 
Protestants?” with special Birthday offering. 


May 23: Special Prayer for the meeting of Gen- 
eral Assembly, Montreat, and the Pre Assembly 
meeting which opens the evening of May 22. 


Our Hearts Are Thrilled! 
By Lois Garrison* 


The knowledge that we are to share in the 1946 
Birthday Offering has thrilled our hearts—if the 
others are half as happy as we are they are happy 
indeed. When I told our Chinese group about it 
on Sunday following our Synodical meeting they 
could hardly take it in. They think it is wonderful. 
We—the whole Chinese community—do so want 
a new church plant. 





We have had two good meetings this week— 
our Red Cross meeting and our Mandarin Class. 
A couple of the Chinese soldier boys from Camp 
Plauche have been coming to the Red Cross meet- 
ings and helping. They are from California. We 
have happy times with much laughter, and we also 
accomplish a good bit. Betty Hom told about it 
on the Junior Red Cross Radio program today, 
and, totaled, it amounted to more than we knew. 


The Mandarin Class is very interesting. Since 
Mandarin is the National language of China, some 
of our young people wish to learn it. Most of our 
people speak Cantonese. There are only four tones 
in Mandarin, while Cantonese has nine, so there 
is more hope for folks like me to learn it. 


Our Chinese women will meet at my home for 
our Circle meeting. It will not be anything like 


the meetings of other circles in the churches, but 
we will be learning and will have fellowship to- 
gether. We call it the Fellowship Circle. This 
meeting will be a very special one, for we are 
going to celebrate the sixtieth birthday of one of 
the women. We shall have a Chinese supper and 
ice cream and cake—a birthday cake with sixty 
red candles—red is the color of happiness. It is to 
be a surprise. I wish all the women of the Church 
could see her—the shining joy in her face. To me 
it is an inspiration, for I knew her when she first 
came to the Mission, and have seen the light come 
into her eyes. You should have seen her, too, when 
she caught her first crab this summer when we 
went crabbing on a picnic. 


We do have such happy times together in all 
our groups and with all our activities. Some have 
said that they consider this happy fellowship one 
of the outstanding features of our work; we know 
it is worth-while. 


Besides our group activities, there are the indi- 
vidual contacts made. We dropped into the hos- 
pital to see the wife of the Vice-Consul and her 
nine-pound baby boy. She and her husband ar- 
rived recently from Chungking. She cried from 
homesickness as she told me that she is homesick 
all the time. She does not speak much English, 
and she is so far away from her home and large 
family for the first time in her life. She said 
that she is going to bring the baby and come to the 
Mission. We told her about the meeting of the 
women, and invited her to come and bring the 
baby too. How eagerly she asked, “All Chinese 
ladies?” and how happily she repeated it, and 
laughed when we told her “Yes.” 


*Miss Garrison is Director of the Chinese 
Mission, New Orleans, La. 
es 


CHRISTIAN FAMILY WEEK 
MAY 5-12 


A leaflet has been prepared for use in the homes 
during the week of May 5-12, the material being 
taken from Day to Day. These leaflets are avail- 
able for distribution, from the Executive Commit- 
tee of Religious Education and Publication, Box 


















1176, Richmond, Va. Every home of the local 
church should have one of these leaflets. This 
week offers another opportunity to stress the im- 
portance of the family altar. The material in the 
leaflet has been prepared with two special days 
of the week in mind: May 5, which is Foreign 
Mission Day in the Sunday School, and May 12, 
which carries two interests—Defense Service Coun- 
cil Day and Mother’s Day. It would be wonderful 
if every person would honor his or her mother by 
attending the Sunday School and worship services 
of the church on each of these days, making a 
special “‘over-and-above” gift for Foreign Missions 
and the continuing work of the Council. The 
thoughtful observance of Christian Family Week 
will bring rich results to those sharing in it, a 
deepened love for family relationships, renewed 
love for Christ and His Church, and the satis- 
faction of having a large part in the ministry of 
our Church. 





The Woman’s Auxiliary Training School 
Montreat, N. C., July 25-31, 1946 


The Woman’s Auxiliary Training School at 
Montreat will open on the Thursday evening. 
July 25, and close at noon the 31st. Reser- 
vations are limited this year because of the 
destruction of the Alba Hotel by fire late in 
December, and the unavoidable delay in con- 
struction of the new buildings. The Moun- 
tain Retreat Association is co-operating to 
make the best possible provision for the 
largest number of women who can attend 
the Woman’s Auxiliary Training School, as 
well as the other conferences scheduled for 
the summer season. The cafeteria has been 
enlarged and will be used by those who for- 
merly had meals in the Alba dining room. 


Information has been sent to Presbyterial 
Presidents regarding delegates, courses to be 
offered and suggestions for securing a repre- 
sentative attendance. It is suggested that 
those who plan to go to this School get in 


— at once with their Presbyterial Presi- 
ent. 











Open Doors - Open Hearts 
Open Hands 


From the headquarters of the Church Commit- 
tee for Relief in Asia, that agency administering 
in Asia a part of the funds given by the Protestant 
churches of this country to the work of the Church 
Committee on Overseas Relief and Reconstruction, 
has come this word: “All doors are now open for 
Christian relief and rehabilitation services in Asia. 
Hundreds of missionaries will quickly enter these 
opened doors to share with national Christian co- 
workers in helping Christian groups and their 
needy neighbors to recover from the ills of war. 
These Christian workers will first endeavor to 
meet emergency needs with food, clothing, medi- 
cal services, care of little children, and economic 
assistance as a means to self-help. Families and 
homeless children will be objects of special con- 
cern. Christian hospitals with unmatched records 
of helpfulness will be re-established. In countless 
ways Christlike ministries will demonstrate a trans- 
forming Christian movement.” 


Dr. John R. Mott, Honorary Chairman of the 
Church Committee for Relief in Asia, has said: 
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“The populous fields of Eastern Asia are present- 
ing today not only one of the two widest areas, 
but also in some respects the deepest depth of 
human need. This lends an irresistible sense of 
urgency—even immediacy—to the appeal brought 


— by the Church Committee for Relief in 
sia.”’ 


Let us look through some of these open doors: 


China: Refugees, War Orphans. A Nation to 
Help Rebuild for Jesus Christ. 


Thailand: Child Care. A Major Concern of Chris- 
tian Relief. 


Malaysia: Christian Leaders to be Trained and 
Helped. 


Burma: Christian Nurses to be supplied in a 
needed Christian ministry of healing. 


India: Famine Orphans to be sheltered and 
taught and won to Jesus Christ. 


Philippines: Student Aid needed; Sunday School 
classes to be opened again. 


Korea: Schools, Churches, Hospitals to be 


opened; many people to be helped as they seek to 
become independent. 


Open doors inspire open hearts and open hands 
—to do His will “unto the least of these,” our 
neighbors across the Pacific. It is a time for true 
greatness. We must match the needs of this time 
by sacrificial giving for healing the wounds and 
sears of war among more than half the people of 
the world. As you make a liberal gift to the Birth- 
day Objective this month, you will be having a 
part in the relief of Christians in lands across the 
Pacific and the Atlantic also. 10 per cent of the 
first $75,000 and all over $75,000 goes to that 
same cause—War Relief. Open your hearts and 
your hands to the needs of Christians overseas. 


—_————=-e 


War Relief In Brazil Too 


Ginasio Evangelico, Agnes Erskine, 
Avenue Ruy Barbosa, 704, 

Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil, 

26 March, 1946. 


Dr. Vernon Broyles, Jr. 
607 Peachtree, St., NE 
Atlanta 3, Ga. 


Dear Dr. Broyles: 


Our girls are eager to have a small part in the 
Relief Campaign. They are working among them- 
selves and are planning to deprive themselves of 
certain foods on certain days and contribute that 
amount of money to help some child who is 
starving in Europe, Asia or elsewhere. I wish you 
might see their enthusiastic faces. They are going 
to try to interest their churches in giving too. 


There has been no propaganda in the Brazilian 
papers, so if you could send us some pictures 
and information by return mail I’d be most grate- 
ful. It will be best to send it by air mail if it isn’t 
too heavy and therefore too expensive. 


Our school is a part of our North Brazil Mission. 
The two other American missionaries working with 
me in the school are Misses Charlotte Taylor and 
Gertrude Mason. Sincerest best wishes in the work 
you are doing. 


(Signed): Lina Boyce. 
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“The Greatest Challenge I Was Ever Given” 
By Elizabeth O. Davis* 


When Mrs. Charles Nisbet, whose husband, Dr. 
Nisbet, was pastor of Central Presbyterian Church, 
asked me to become a member of the _ Italian 
Mission Board, she supplemented her invitation by 
saying, “I feel it is the greatest compliment I can 
pay anyone.” And down the years, I have realized 
it was not only the most tremendous compliment 
I was ever paid, but the greatest challenge I was 
ever given. 


Dr. and Mrs. Bisceglia were beginners in the 
work here at that time, but both were eager and 
full of enthusiasm that their people should be 
taught and trained to become not only good citi- 
zens but also outstanding Christian characters. 
How well they have succeeded is evidenced in the 
different groups, both old and young, which they 
have influenced—the finished product they have 
turned out during more than a quarter of a 
century of untiring work. 


Much of the work is done for children, begin- 
ning with a Well-Baby Station, one of the best in 
Kansas City and manned by young women of Cen- 
tral Church, the Nursery School, one of our oldest 
projects, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, Saturday 
Afternoon School, Vacation Bible School. Then 
there are the Woman’s Auxiliary and the Mothers’ 
Club, and many other activities, besides Sunday 
School, prayer meeting and preaching services. 


The Bisceglias had vision to see far ahead and 
plan and work for the future. They wanted the 
best for their people—asking nothing for them- 
selves. A gymnasium was one of the goals set, ana 
with the help of the Birthday Gift in 1938, an 
equal amount in gifts was added, and the North- 
east Community Center was built. This houses a 
fine gymnasium on the second floor. 


Several years before this, the name Italian 
Mission had been changed to Italian Institute and 
Central Chapel, and the old building is still known 
as such, The chapel is there, and much good work 
is still done at the old stand, but Dr. Bisceglia and 
his people have been praying for and giving toward 
a new chapel fund for several years—and when 
this is built in connection with the Northeast 
Community Center, then the work at the Center 
will gradually supersede that at the Institute. It 
looked like a Herculean task—this raising of 
funds, given mostly a few dollars at a time—but 
prayers were being offered daily, and are now 
rising from grateful hearts. 


With renewed hope and courage, we are look- 
ing forward to sharing in the 1946 Birthday Gift. 


*Mrs. G. H. Davis, 1250 West Fifty-Sixth Street, 
Kansas City, Mo. 


Eleven Missionaries Leave 
Mobile For China 


By Rev. Ansley Moore, D.D.* 


Presbyterians of the Government Street Church 
in Mobile, Ala., and of the entire city had an 
unusual opportunity recently to have missions 
dramatized before their very eyes. Eleven Presby- 


ONE OF THESE 
REGULAR 
INCOME CHECKS 
FOR LIFE 


For Yourself — For 
Another — Or 
Jointly 


And ... at the same time ... your invested 
funds become a GIFT to Foreign Missions, 
thus making it possible for you to both 
INVEST and GIVE in one transaction. 


Annuity rates range from 214 to 7 percent, 
based on age of the recipient. Payments are 
made semi-annually. The income does not 
shrink nor fluctuate—the rate never changes. 
Certain income tax exemptions are allowed 
on both principal and income. Your money 
becomes a Living Investment in Foreign 
Missions. 


For full and detailed information about the 
many attractive features of Annuity Gifts, 
write to: 


Curry B. Hearn 


Treasurer 


Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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Wednesday, March 20, for Shanghai on the John 
B. Waterman, which was making its maiden voy- 
age. This freighter was recently christened by one 
of Mobile’s outstanding Presbyterians, the widow 
of the late John B. Waterman, president of the 
great Waterman Steamship Company. 


Seven of these missionaries were from our 
Church. They were Misses Gussie Fraser, Lillian 
Wells, Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Vinson, Dr. and Mrs. 
Mason P. Young, and Rev. John Minter. The re- 
maining four, Dr. and Mrs. Elleroy Smith, Misses 
Elizabeth McKee and Gertrude Bayliss, were mis- 
sionaries of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


Many activities in the form of entertainment 
were planned for these delightful people. All of 
them spoke at the evening service at the Govern- 
ment Street Presbyterian Church on Sunday, 
March 17, at which time a large number of peo- 
ple heard their thrilling messages. On Tuesday 
morning Mrs. Carrol Waterman and the minister 
of the Government Street Church took the entire 
party to the famous Bellingrath Gardens, where 
colored movies were made for the denominational 
headquarters of these missionaries with the back- 
ground of the beautiful azaleas and Easter lilies. 
On Monday a luncheon was given by former medi- 
cal missionaries to China, Dr. and Mrs. R. V. 
Taylor, at their lovely home on Dog River. Tues- 
day afternoon Mrs. John B. Waterman entertained 
at Cannon Gate, her beautiful home, at an after- 
noon reception for the elders, deacons and their 
wives of the four Presbyterian Churches and the 


missionaries. Approximately 200 people attended 
this reception. 


One of the elders of the Government Street 
Church presented the missionaries with eleven 
pounds of chocolate candy. Another elder had 
potted blooming azaleas in each stateroom, and 
still another elder of this church sent aboard for 
the missionaries two crates of apples, a crate of 
oranges, and a crate of grapefruit. 


It is not often that Presbyterians have such an 
opportunity to make that item marked ‘Foreign 
Missions” in the budget come alive, and the min- 
isters of this city used this opportunity in a mag- 
nificent way. Dr. Ansley Moore was assisted in 
entertaining the missionaries by Dr. J. B. Carpen- 
ter of the Central Presbyterian Church, the Rev. 
Athol Cloud of the Spring Hill Church, and the 
Rev. Davenport Curtis of the Broad Street Church. 


A large number of Presbyterians was at the 
dock when the John B. Waterman weighed anchor 
and set out down Mobile Bay for its six-weeks’ 
journey to the Orient. Every ship in Mobile Bay 
saluted the John B. Waterman, as all had been 
notified that she was on her maiden voyage. This 
freighter was loaded to the last inch with freight, 
and only twelve passengers were allowed to take 


the voyage, eleven of whom were Presbyterian 
missionaries. 


*Pastor of the Government Street Presbyterian 
Church, Mobile, Ala. 


———————~— 2 —__. 

With this issue The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal begins the fifth year of its ministry. We 
praise God for His exceeding great blessings 
upon The Journal. Will you help us by re- 
membering us in your prayers and by telling 
others about The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal? 


Missionaries Drafted For 
Co-operative Work 


Rev. Vernon A. Anderson, Jr., Ph.D., of our 
Congo Mission, Bibanga, has been asked to serve 
for the coming year as the Secretary of the Congo 
Protestant Council with headquarters in Leopold- 
ville, Belgian Congo. The Congo Portestant Coun- 
cil is the Co-operative association of the more than 
forty Boards which are working in the Belgian 
Congo. This choice of one of our missionaries to 
serve the whole Protestant fellowship in the Congo 
is a signal mark of appreciation of Dr. Anderson’s 
services as a missionary. He and his wife are re- 
moving from Bibanga to Leopoldville on the Con- 
go River, and have been granted permission to 
render this service for the coming year. The work 
entails many social and diplomatic tasks so vital 
to the progress of Protestants in Congo, as well 
as the daily recurring problems of comity between 
the missions themselves. While most of this work 
is done at Leopoldville where the important con- 
tacts with the Belgian Government must be made, 
a considerable amount of travel is necessary be- 
tween missions in order to maintain the vital 
sense of unity of purpose and the ever-increasing 
vision of a Congo for Christ. Dr. Anderson is emi- 
nently fitted for such a task, with his scholarly 
mind, his ability to speak excellent French, his 
talent for friendly diplomacy, and his deep con- 
secration. Mrs. Anderson, too, lends many talents 
to the difficult position she will fill: almost daily 
entertainment of missionaries and officials, main- 
taining social contacts, constantly fostering the 
spiritual glow of a home and office where the 
a of Protestantism in Central Africa is 
ocused. 


The Congo Protestant Council works in close 
co-operation with the International Missionary 
Council in London and New York, and with the 
Africa Committee of the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference of North America. 


Rev. Charles L. Grace, D.D., presently in the 
United States, has been allocated by our Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions to the New York 
office of the Africa Committee of the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America to serve 
temporarily in the place of Dr. Emory Ross, the 
Secretary of the African Committee. Dr. Ross has 
been granted a temporary leave of absence in 
order to attend the West Africa Conference of 
Christian and Missionary Workers to be held in 
Leopoldville in July 1946, and to do some very 
urgently required writing. During the interim Dr. 
Crane will have entire charge of the office at 156 
Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


Rev. Robert J. McMullen, D.D., President of 
Center College, Danville, Ky., and formerly Act- 
ing President of the Co-operating Colleges in 
Shanghai, has accepted the position of Executive 
Secretary of the Associated Boards for Christian 
Colleges in China. Dr. McMullen is expecting to 
take over this work early in the summer. He ex- 
pects to go to China early in the summer to be 
there for two months or more before taking over 
his office responsibilities in New York, N. Y. The 
Associated Boards for Christian Colleges is the 
cooperative association for the support and di- 
rection of the work of thirteen Christian colleges 
in China. It is proposed by the Associated Boards 
that Dr. McMullen spend two or three months of 
each year in China, 
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Young People’s Emphasis 
For May 


May 19: A Little Goes A Long Way 
Prepared by Rev. Alfred Bixler 


Cleveland, Tenn. 


Scripture: John 1:35-42. One day on the banks 
of the Jordan River Andrew heard John the Bap- 
tizer speak of Jesus as “the Lamb of God.” Out of 
curiosity he determined to find out more about 
Him. He followed Him, spent a couple hours with 
Him, and became convinced as to His identity. On 
leaving the presence of Jesus Andrew immediately 
found his brother Peter and led him to the Christ. 
Later on (Jn. 6:8-11) Andrew is found introduc- 
ing a little lad, whose name we do not know, to 
Jesus. Then again (12:20-22) we find him trying 
to lead a couple of interested Greeks to Jesus. 
That is all we know about Andrew’s service as a 
Christian. And it’s not much. We are left with the 
impression that he was not very important. And 
yet supposing this is all he did, which is hard to 
believe, see what he did accomplish. He led Peter 
to Christ; and we do not have to be reminded of 
Peter’s contribution to the Kingdom of God. His 
epistles are more widely read than the writings of 
any Greek orator, German philosopher, or Amer- 
ican scientist. He led a little lad to Christ, and 
the little lad possessed Christ used to feed miracu- 
lously 5,000 others and countless thousands down 
through the centuries. A little goes a long way. 


All through the pages of sacred history we find 
instances where the exercise of a little effort went 
far in the harvests that were reaped. 


A little country church in Scotland had in one 
year only one conversion. The members of that 
church apologized saying, “None except Wee 
Bobbie, and he’s so sma’ he’s not worth the count- 
in.” But Wee Bobbie became Robert Moffett, 
“the flaming torch that illuminated the night of 
Africa and blazed the trail for the great and 
marvelous David Livingstone.” A little goes a long 
way. 


The name of Edward Kimball would hardly be 
known today had he not taken a little time to stop 
in at Holton’s shoeshop to speak to a young clerk 
about Christ and about his soul. That day he won 
for Christ D. L. Moody, the most impressive and 
influential Christian leader in American history. 


The growth of the Korean church has been 
phenomenal. It was not due to the efforts of any 
one or group of missionaries. Rather there was an 
unwritten law in the church to the effect that be- 
fore any one was admitted into the church he 
had to prove the love and zeal of his discipleship 
by persuading another to become a Christian. The 
parting greeting after each Sunday’s service was: 
“Now that the meeting is over, let us go out and 
engage again in personal work.” The millions that 
are now in darkness will not come into the pos- 
session of the Light until every Christian in his 
own corner makes it his business to be a mission- 
ary right where he is. 


When a life is captivated by the love of Christ 
and filled with the Spirit of God, that life becomes 


a new transformed creature in Christ Jesus. Simon 
the rugged, vascillating blundering fisherman be- 
came Peter the gentle, persuasive staunch winner 
of souls. The testimony of every missionary has 
been that whenever the Gospel has taken hold of 
a life, the change that takes place becomes mani- 
fest in every aspect of that individual’s life. 


_ But the Christian message will influence the 
lives of men only as each Christian determines to 
permit the Holy Spirit to so energize him that his 
light will “so shine before men” both in word and 
everyday deeds. 


There’s a sweet old story translated for man 
But writ in the long, long ago; 

The gospel according to Mark, Luke and John 
Of Christ and His mission below. 


Men read and admire the Gospel of Christ, 
With His love so unfailing and true; 

But what do they say, and what do they think, 
Of the Gospel “according to you’? 


’Tis a wonderful story, that Gospel of love, 
As it shines in the Christ life divine; 

And oh, that the truth might be told again 
In the story of your life and mine. 


You are writing each day a letter to men— 
Take care that the writing is true. 

’Tis the only gospel that some men will read— 
That Gospel according to you. 


May 26: Can Each Team 
Have A Set Of Rules? 


Introduction 


One of my hard times every summer in the 
young people’s conferences I attend is the softball 
game. When I was coming along up the road base- 
ball was all we knew, so that’s about all I know 
today. So when we get the gang together for a 
soft ball game all my ideas about how to play the 
game come from the rules for baseball that I knew 
in my day. And before we have gotten through 
the first inning I find that not only am I playing 
from a different set of rules, but every bunch on 
both sides has a set of rules that they follow at 
home. So pretty soon we have a mess. 


Our world is pretty much in the same kind of a 
mess because every nation has wanted to follow 
its own set of rules. In the Bible we are told that 
sin is simply this: “All we like sheep have gone 
astray, we have turned every one into his own 
way.” (Isa. 53:6). Sin is simply living life to suit 
ourselves. And this brings chaos, confusion, and 
war into our world. In the days when Israel was 
becoming a nation their land was in a terrible 
mess because “every man did that which was right 
in his own eyes.” (Judges 21:25). When every 
man, or every nation, walks to suit itself and 
follows its own set of rules, then chaos and con- 
fusion must reign. Only when we have one set 
of rules that all men follow can we work to- 
gether for peace and happiness. 


But who is going to draw up the set of rules? 
Shall we get all the nations together and make a 
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set of rules by taking the best from all nations? 
Can we elect an international committee and let 
them draft the set of rules? If we get a good set 
oi rules how will we be able to make men follow 
them? 


Scripture Lesson 


It is crystal clear that Almighty God, and Al- 
mighty God alone, has the authority and knowl- 
edge to answer these questions. Let’s look to His 
Word for our answer. 


When we go to the Word of God we find four 
great pillars of truth on which we can build our 
world view. These four things are what all men 
— must have or there can be no world 
order. 


1. Righteousness: Prov. 14:34. The universe 
backs righteousness as the sparks fly upward and 





as heavy bodies fall downward. No man or nation 
can abide without genuine righteousness, What is 
righteousness? God defines righteousness in His 
Word in certain summaries such as The Ten Com- 
mandments and the Sermon on the Mount; He 
explains His righteousness in the sermons of the 
prophets and the exhortations of the Epistles; and 
He unveils His righteousness perfectly in the per- 
son of Jesus Christ. 


2. Repentance: Rom. 3:23; Isaiah 55:6-9; Mark 
1:14-15. God demands His own righteousness from 
all men, and no nation can build on any other 
foundation and nations can not live together apart 
from such righteousness. But the men of earth, 
of America as well as of other nations, neither 
have that righteousness nor want that righteous- 
ness. Therefore, until the men of earth come to 
repentance, a complete change of mind and heart 
that changes the life, God can not use men. 
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3. Regeneration: Rom. 6:19-25; John 3:3; 1 
John 5:1; 2 Cor. 5:17; Phil. 4:13. Even though a 
man change his mind and heart in repentance he 
is still dead in sins and powerless to do the good 
he knows he ought and to avoid the evil he knows 
he should. To such a one God offers the forgive- 
ness of sin and everlasting life in Christ, and when 
a man receives Christ. He is born from above, has 
everlasting life, and has the power to live accord- 
ing to the righteousness of God. 


4, Responsibility: 1 Peter 2: 11-17. As Chris- 
tians we are responsible before God to fulfill our 
every responsibility toward society and our fellow 
man in such a righteous, gracious way that they 
can not accuse us of any evil or neglect. 


As we look at those four propositions we know 
that all men admit that our world can only be 
built on righteousness in the human heart and that 
every man is responsible to God for his own in- 
fluence, but the great majority either have never 
heard, or have rejected, repentance and regenera- 
tion. But God has proved life and power for our 
righteousness and we can only have them by re- 
pentance and regeneration. As a Christian church 
our job is not to set up the rules, nor to try and 


make non-Christian men live by Christian rules: 
Our job is to reach men and women: with the 
Gospel so that their lives shall count for righteous- 
ness because by their repentance and faith they 
have been regenerated in Christ and with the 
power of an endless -life they are facing all 
their responsibilities to society. When the church 
forgets its message of repentance and regeneration 
for all men it has betrayed God, denied its Gospel, 
and ceased to be a church and has become just 
another political party. 


Suggestions 


The world must have one set of rules, and the 
rules are no good without the power and will to 
keep them. In the Word of God alone do we find 
the rules, and in the living Christ alone do we find 
the power to keep them. Make your program a 
study of these foundation principles. Search your 
hearts to be sure that your own lives have been 
regenerated and are no longer defeated but power- 
ful. Discuss where our church may be failing to 
emphasize these great truths and what you can 
do to give them their proper place in the life of 
your church and community. 





Young Readers’ Page 


God’s Four Year Olders 
In China And America 


One day little ViWo, a four-year-old Chinese 
girl, had twenty cents. It was the most money she 
had ever had in her life and she was so proud of 
it that she didn’t know what to do. She showed 
it to everybody who came in. She talked about it 
so much that finally I asked her one day, “Well, 
ViWo, what are you going to do with that money 
are you going to buy candy with it?” She shook 
her black hair and her equally black eyes sparkled, 
“Oh, no, this money is too precious to use on 
candy.” “What about chewing gum,” I said. The 
Chinese call chewing gum ‘rubber candy’ because 
it chews like rubber and is’ sweet like candy. Back 
came the quick response, “I certainly am not going 
to waste my good money on rubber candy!” “Well, 
what about fruit, that’s good for you,” I asked. 
“This money is even too precious to use on apples 
and oranges,” she replied. “Well what are you 
going to do with it,’ I asked and back came this 
reply, “Jesus died for me and this money is too 
precious for anything else. I’m going to give every 
bit of it to Jesus.” And the very next time she 
went to Sunday School every bit of her 20c went 
into the collection plate so other little boys and 
girls could know about Jesus. 


David was a little four-year-old American boy 
with lovely golden red curls all over his head. He 
became very much interested in China and the 
Chinese children through the visit of a mission- 
ary in his home. A few days later this same mis- 
sionary was talking with him over the phone and 
asked, “Are you coming to China when you get to 
be a big boy, David?” Back came this word over 
the phone, “I’m coming just as soon as the war is 


over. I can’t come now because the big guns might 
shoot my boat down but I am going to send you 
my money right now.” He left the telephone and 
greeted his mother with this, “Mother, I’m going 
to give every bit of my money but I don’t want to 
give it to the war, I want to give it to the Chinese 
children.” “That’s fine,” the mother replied, “but 
why do you want to give your money to the Chi- 
nese children.” “Because,” said little David, “I 
don’t want a single little Chinese boy or girl not 
to know about Jesus and I don’t want a single 
little Chinese boy or girl to be hungry.” And so 
little David got his bank in which he had been 
saving his money for months and its key and 
opened the bank. The pennies rolled out on the 
floor and David began picking them up. He put 
them in piles of five and when he had fifty his 
mother wrapped them carefully. He had $2.08 
in all, most of it in pennies. After he and his 
mother had had a prayer and a song together, 
giving the money to the Lord to use, David’s Daddy 
brought the money to the missionary and it start- 
ed on its way to China to help all of the little 
Chinese boys and girls to have food to eat and 
to know Jesus. 


A New Peace 


Tzo Mae Shaw was a young girl about twenty 
years old—little and very smart—, when I first 
knew her about twelve years ago. She had just 
accepted Christ as her Saviour and came often 
to our home to study about him who had come to 
mean so much to her. 


Her home life was not too happy after she ac- 
cepted Christ. She, herself was not persecuted, 
but there was gambling and such things going on 
in her home. At China New Year, the happiest 
time of the year for most Chinese, she came to the 
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missionaries’ homes to spend most of the day, be- 
cause of all the heathen things that were going 
on in her home. 


Mae Shaw and I went calling in many homes to 
tell the people of Christ. We went regularly to 
the jail to talk to the women. I liked the way she 
talked and preached, always most earnest and al- 
ways making the message clear and simple. 


Her mother and her aunt, who loved Mae Shaw 
very dearly, were not Christians. Mrs. Tzo came 
often to the church but the aunt never came. One 
day I went to their home to get Mae Shaw to go 
calling with me. I got to talking to the mother. 
I asked her why she did not accept Jesus as her 
Saviour, as her daughter had done. She said, “I 
am a Christian.” And I said, ‘Why doesn’t it show 
in your face if you are a Christian?” Mae Shaw 
whispered to me to ask her mother if she prayed. 
So I did and Mrs. Tzo could not answer that. She 
knew she did not pray. 


In 1940 our city, Taichow, was bombed and Mrs. 
Tzo was so very frightened. She became sick and 
went to the hospital for a week. I did not blame 
her for being so frightened. A bombing is a har- 
rowing experience for all, but particularly for 
those who do not trust in Christ. 


In about six weeks our city was bombed again 
and this time much more severely. Mrs. Tzo came 
to me and with a radiant face said, “I wasn’t 
frightened at all this time.” Only one thing could 
have happened to her. Mrs. Tzo had given her 
heart to Jesus during those weeks and He alone 
had taken all fear out of her life. For Jesus is 
perfect love and perfect love casteth out fear. 






BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


The answer to each of these begins with the 
letter “G’’: 


(1) He stands in the presence of God; (2) 
One of Jacob’s sons; (3) What godliness with con- 
tentment is; (4) Where the strangers were scat- 
tered; (5) Where Cana and Capernaum are; (6) 
Where Haman died; (7) A city of the Philistines; 
(8) His greed made him a leper; (9) A doctor of 
the law; (10) What the heavens declare; (11) 
What blind guides strain at; (12) Where Israel 
dwelt, in Egypt; (13) Paul was not ashamed of 
it; (14) God gives it to the humble; (15) What 
Nebuchadnezzar ate, in the field; (16) Her king 
was a “rough goat”; (17) Between Abraham, and 
the rich man who had died; (18) He “cared for 
none of those things.”’ 
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General Church News 


115- Year-Old Presbyterian 
Publication Reorganized 


Philadelphia, Pa. (RNS).—Reorganization of 
The Presbyterian, 115-yeareold weekly, was an- 
nounced here with the naming of a new editor, 
issuance of a new’ charter under Pennsylvania 
state law, and appointment of an enlarged board 
of directors. First issue of the new magazine is 
expected to come out October 1. 


Editor of The Presbyterian will be the Rev. Dr. 
Jarvis Morris, until recently president of the 
Polytechnic Institute of Puerto Rico. He will take 
up his duties July 1, succeeding the Rev. Dr. 


eg M. Robinson, who has been editor since 


Dr. Robinson is secretary of the new company 
and a member of the editorial committee which 
is headed by Dr. John A. Mackay, president of 
Princeton Theological Seminary. Officials of the 
new board of directors include: President, How- 
ard Lowry, president of Wooster College; vice- 
presidents, Dr. Mackay, President J. Harry Cotton, 
of McCormick Seminary, Chicago, and Dr. Ben- 
jamin J. Bush, now representative of the Presby- 
terian Board of Foreign Missions in Europe. 


_ The reorganized journal will continue to be an 
independent publication. According to the man- 
agement, “it will remain ecclesiastically free, both 
in loyalty to its own tradition and because the 
promoters believe that, at the present state of life 
and thought in the Presbyterian and other churches, 
an organ uncontrolled by Church officialdom will 
best promote the supreme interests of the Church 


itself as well as the cause of Evangelical Chris- 
tianity.”’ 





Federal Council Asks General Amnesty 
For Conscientious Objectors 


New York, N. Y. (RNS).—President Truman 
has been urged by the Federal Council of Churches 
here to issue a proclamation of general amnesty 
for conscientious objectors serving prison terms 
because of their religious convictions. 


The appeal, which conveyed a resolution adopted 
by the executive committee of the Council, said 
“we also hope that there may be restored to them 
and other conscientious objectors who have com- 
pleted their terms, full civil rights.” 


Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, president of the 
Federal Council, issued the plea in a letter to Mr. 
Truman. 


Although most churchmen’ do not share the 
views of CO’s concerning war, the letter said, 
“they are fully sensitive to the vital importance 
of preserving freedom to believe and to act ac- 
cording to the deepest convictions of the indi- 
vidual conscience. 


“Since these men are not felons in the ordinary 
sense of the word, we are convinced that a presi- 
dential amnesty in their behalf would be in keep- 
ing with our American ideals of democracy and 
individual freedom.” 


ie ota eae a ha 6a 
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Foreign Missions Conference 
By Dr. H. Kerr Taylor“ 


The Foreign Missions Conference in Montreat 
Thursday evening, August 8, to Wednesday eve- 
ning, August 14, 1946, is a very popular feature 
of the summer conference program. Never before 
have world affairs pressed upon us in the way 
they are doing today. It is in the free and informal 
interchange of opinion with men and women from 
all over the world that an unusual opportunity is 
provided for the sharing of information to guide 
us in our thinking and in our living in the modern 
world. 


Rev. John N. Thomas, Ph.D., D.D., Prof. of 
Systematic Theology in Union Theological Semi- 
nary, Richmond, Va., will have charge of the Bible 
Hour each morning. Dr. Thomas is one of the 
most popular Bible teachers who come to Mon- 
treat. A rich treat is in store for all who hear 
this series. He will also preach on Sunday evening, 
August 11. 


Foremost among the outstanding speakers on 
this year’s conference program will be Dr. Wal- 
ter H. Judd, former missionary to China and now 
a member of Congress from Minnesota. Dr. Judd 
is one of the best informed men on the present 
world situation in public life today. Montreat is 
exceedingly fortunate in having him on its pro- 
gram. 


Another speaker of note will be Dr. Kenneth S. 
Latourette, the Professor of Missions in the Yale 
Divinity School, New Haven, Conn. Dr. Latourette 
is an author of note, and is an authority on the 
world mission situation today. 


Rev. C. Darby Fulton, D.D., Executive Secretary 
of the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., who has spent 
over seven months during the past year in Brazil 
and Africa will give an account of his findings 
in those areas of the world. Dr. Fulton adorns any 
program on which he has a part. Many will hear 
this report with the greatest of interest, and his 
presentation of the work in these fields will form 
an address of timeliness and power. 


Dr. and Mrs. Frank W. Price, who have spent 
so many years recently in China during the war 
will be on hand. Dr. Price is remembered as the 
one who was sent to this country as the personal 
representative of Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek 
to the San Francisco organizational conference of 
the United Nations Organization. 


Other speakers from all over the world will in- 
clude: Dr. Frank Baker and Dr. and Mrs. J. M. 
Sydenstricker of Brazil; Dr. Hoyt Miller, Rev. and 
Mrs. J. K. Hobson, Rev. and Mrs. (Winifred 
Kellersberger) Lochlan C. Vass, of Africa; and 
a large number of others. 


A very integral part of the Foreign Missions 
Conference in recent years has been the series of 
classes for young people, with an earnest presen- 
tation of the need for new recruits. This part of 
the Conference will have large emphasis this sum- 
mer. And there will be special consideration for 
the interests of men. 


*Educational Secretary and Director. 
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Student Body Election - Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary 


Mr. Elbert A. Smith, Jr., of Palatka, Fla., has 
been elected president of the Student Body of the 
Louisville Seminary for the year 1946-47. Other 
officers elected at a recent meeting of the stu- 
dent body were Edward Lewis Tullis, Louisville, 
Ky., Vice President; Ernest Crawford, Maryville, 
Tenn., Secretary; and John Vanlandingham, Mo- 
lino, Mo., Treasurer. 


Mr. Smith, a graduate of Centre College, has 
served, during his student days at the seminary, 
as an assistant at the First Presbyterian Church, 
and is now student pastor of the Otisco church 
in the Todd-Dickey Parish. 


Mr. Tullis graduated from Kentucky Wesleyan 
College and during his seminary days has served 
as the Associate Pastor of the Fourth Avenue 
Methodist Church. 


Mr. Crawford, a returned war veteran, is an 
alumnus of Maryville College. Before entering the 
service he served as Assistant to the Pastor of 
the Flora Heights Presbyterian Church, and at 
the present time is Youth Director of the Warren 
Memorial Presbyterian Church. 


A graduate of Westminster College, Mr. Van- 
landingham is Student Pastor of the Penn Run 
Presbyterian Church. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Jackson . Mississippi 


The Fellowship League of the First Presbyterian 
Church is assisting in the organizing of a Pres- 
byterian Student Group at Millsaps College, which 
will be the first movement of this kind in the life 
of the college since its organization more than 
fifty years ago. On the night of April 9th a Col- 
lege Dinner was given at the First Presbyterian 
Church to which all members of the Presbyterian 
Church attending Belhaven College and Millsaps 
College were invited. 


The annual Every Member Canvass of the 
Church was held on Sunday, March 10th, the re- 
sult was as follows: 


Budget for Current Expenses ............ $ 21,928.79 
mpeeount Pleawed « ...... <<... ....2...2.202..ccccccse 23,371.00 
Budget for Benevolences ...............-.. $ 16,500.00 
a so | 17,714.00 


At the regular church service on the night of 
April 7th, the officers of the Junior, Pioneer, 
Senior, and Fellowship Leagues were installed. 


The report of the Church to Presbytery showed 
the following: 


Amount Given to Benevolences in 


RSE Eres $ 42,834.00 
Amount Given to Current Expenses 

UN a aa A in 24,564.00 
Amount Given to Building Fund in 

I Oe daca id beeatiac daiiamneaiiliaes 42,860.00 
ESTP ie Mente eee ne nee rey $110,258.00 


The total membership of the Church given in 
the above report was 1376. 


The Visitation Evangelism group continues to 
have its monthly meeting. This group visits new- 
comers to the City and Presbyterians who are not 
affiliated with a Church in Jackson. 


Twenty-six of the young people of the Church 
attended the District Rally held in Vicksburg, 
Miss., on March 31st. 


The pastor of the Church, Rev. R. Girard Lowe, 
has just returned from Brookhaven, Miss., where 
he conducted a week’s series of evangelistic serv- 
ices, during which time there were ten accessions 
to the Church in that city. At the conclusion of 
each service in his own Church Dr. Lowe gives a 
special invitation to those present to unite with 
the Church, either by confession of faith or by 
letter, and there is scarcely a Sunday when one 
or more do not unite with the Church. 





New Outposts At DeLand, Fla. 


Deland, Fla.—The First Presbyterian Church 
desires to pay tribute to Miss Mary Hardin Vaught, 
Chapel worker of the Synod of Florida. She came 
to us for a few weeks and left us with three fine 
organized chapels. She can put more people to 
work in the shortest time of any woman we have 
seen. The personnel of the three chapels are as 
follows: Chapel No. 1 Perkins Highway. C. T. 
Chatha, Elder, Superintendent and teacher of the 
men’s Bible Class. Mrs. C. T. Chatha, Secretary, 
Robert Malette, Assistant Secretary-Treasurer; 
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Mrs. Charles Marchinton, Pianist. Misses Vivian 
Rasmussin and Lorena McFie, Teacher of Junior- 
Intermediates. Mrs. J. M. Smith. Teacher of Be- 
ginner-Primaries, Mrs. C. L. Cazer. 


Chapel No. 2, Lake Winnisimett. Mr. C. G. 
Oates, Elder, Superintendent and teacher of the 
men’s Bible Class, Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs, 
George Lane; Pianist, Mrs. G. J. Meyerink. Teach- 
er of Junior, Intermediates Mr. and Mrs. Joe Lane. 
ke rod of Beginners, Mrs. Meyerink and Vergie 

elton. 


Chapel No. 3. Beresford. Rudolph Roseborough, 
elder, is Superintendent and teacher of the men’s 
Bible Class; Miss Eva Hopewell is Secretary- 
Treasurer; Pianist, Mrs. Irving Fisher; Teachers 
of Intermediate-Junior are Mrs. Irving Fisher and 
Mr. James West. Teacher of Beginner and Pri- 
maries is Mrs. G. N. Hunter. 


Miss Vaught also worked up a list of competent 
substitutes available for all three chapels. They 
are Elder Lloyd Everett, Vincent Gould, Mrs. 
Vincent Gould, Mrs. A. S. Conley, Mrs. Melvin 
Jones and Mr. Allan Necker. 


Surveys were made in one other place and a 
chapel could have been opened and a request from 
a fifth place, but workers could not be secured. 


The eager response that has come from the 
chapel workers wherever they have gone is an 
indication that this is the method of evangelism 
for the outlying areas. If our church could put 
right away into the field, not just one chapel 
worker to a synod but at least one for each Pres- 
bytery, and in the larger Presbyteries two or three; 
if the chapel worker could spend two or three 
months in each place, watching over the chapels 


until they are strongly established, it would be 
fine. 


We also desire to express our appreciation for 
the inspiration that Dr. Henry W. McLaughlan 
gave us in his visit to us and to Dr. Hugh Powell, 
Synod’s Director of Religious Education, for his 
fine work of rallying cur forces together. 


The First Presbyterian Church, of which Rev. 
James Milton McKnight is the pastor, has taken 
on the support of a second missionary on the 
foreign field and opened up three chapels in the 
home mission fields, 





Congaree Presbytery Spring Rally 
Ridgeway, S. C. 


Aimwell Church was host to 244 young folks 
of Congaree Presbytery on Sunday March 31 for 
their annual Spring Rally. Miss Frances Lindler, 
of Columbia, President, presided. Miss Alice Mul- 
lis, of Columbia, acted as secretary. 


The theme of the Rally was, “Practical Evan- 
gelism.” Miss Mary Dona Ardrey, of Winthrop 
College led in group singing. The Theme for the 
new year, in scripture, music and picture was pre- 
sented by the President. Rev. Gault Robertson of 
Aiken led in prayer. The Pioneer group then were 
dismissed to the Methodist Church, where they en- 
joyed their own program. 


Charles Turner, President of the Synod’s Young 
People’s Council, now a student at Davidson Col- 
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lege, presented the Year Books and assisted in the 
discussion period. Miss Anne Taylor, Vice-Presi- 
dent of the group presented the, ‘Presbyterian 
Youth,” as a publication which would help any 
group in the planning of programs and social 
times. 


The annual election of officers was conducted. 
The following young folks were selected: Presi- 
dent, Anne Taylor of Ridgeway; Vice-President, 
Otis Livingston of Columbia; Secretary, Bobby 
Lou Steadley of Columbia; Treasurer Thomas 
Wilkes of Lebanon Church, near Winnsboro. 


A budget for next year was presented. The vari- 
ous contests and scholarships were presented. 
Statements were made concerning summer camp 
and Leadership School. 


Roll call by churches was made and the banner 
for the largest attendance was won by the young 
people of Shandon Church, Columbia, S. C. 


A discussion followed in which young people 
described the various ways in which they might 
have a part in evangelism in their own community. 
Assisting in this were: Rev. E. Bert Wilkinson, 
Mrs. W. R. Goodson, Rev. Harry F. Peterson, Dona 
Ardrey, Jimmy Stephenson, Helen Hogue, Charles 
Turner, Joe Hardin and Wallace Hinnant. 


The Rev. C. A. Calcote of Newberry spoke con- 
cerning, “Outpost Chapels and Sunday School 
Extension,” a project in which his church has 
achieved much success. 


Music was furnished by a quartet from the 
Ridgeway League with Mrs. A. R. Nicholson at the 
piano. 


Following supper, which was enjoyed on the 
church lawn, the group met in the school audi- 
torium of the High School for the showing of the 
picture, “The Prodigal Son.” 


The. Rev. E. Bert Wilkinson conducted the In- 
stallation service for the new officers as well as 
the Highway Chairman, following which the Rev. 
Claude McIntosh dismissed the group with a 
benediction. 


Ellen D. Goodson. 
Assistant Advisor. 


eB 


WINNER OF GRADUATE 
SCHOLARSHIP 


The annual Graduate Study Scholarship pro- 
vided by the Alumni Association of Austin Pres- 
byterian Theological Seminary was awarded in the 
Seminary Chapel to Daniel A. Baker, a member 
of the graduating class of June 1946. The selec- 
tion is made annually on the basis of Christian 
character, scholarship, personality and ability. 
The scholarship carries with it a cash award of 
$500.00 enabling the recipient to pursue graduate 
studies in the Seminary of his choice. Mr. Baker 
has decided to study at Princeton Theological 
Seminary during the session of 1946-47. 


Mr. Baker is a native of Crockett, Tex., and 
was graduated from the Crockett High School. 
He attended Austin College at Sherman and re- 
ceived his B. A. Degree from the University of 
Texas. While in Austin Seminary he also supplied 
the Churches at Leon Springs, Pleasonton and 
Turnersville occasionally. He will receive the 
Bachelor of Divinity degree in June. 





J 
mT BOOKLETS 
(in coror) by STANDARD 


NEW FOR CHILDREN 


The first two gift booklets in a new series, 
“From Bible Pages.” Beautifully colored, 
mostly Biblical illustrations, and all Bible 
stories, they will thrill and delight every 
child whether he can read or not. 32 pages 
each, size 4 x 6 inches, 


THE GIVER OF EVERY GOOD GIFT... 
Fascinating stories of Creation, Noah, David's 
Praises, the Prodigal Son, the Christ child 
and the Lord’s Prayer, illustrating God’s 
gifts to us of life, friends, daily care, His Son, 
home and parents. Total of 25 lovely wash 
drawings and exquisite full color pictures. 


JESUS OUR BEST FRIEND ... In similar 
style, the much-loved stories of the Boy Jesus 
in the Temple, Samaritan Woman, Healing 
the Lame Man, Zacchaeus, Blessing the 
Children, Mary and Martha, Crucifixion and 
the Resurrection, all illustrating how and 
why Jesus is our best friend. 23 new wash 
drawings and rich full color pictures, 


15¢ EACH...$1.50 A DOZEN 


Other six of Standard’s popular gift book 
line for all ages once more available in 
quantities... Order “Portals to Bible Study,” 
“Prelude to Prayer,” “Call of the Church,” 
“Precious Promises,” “Victorious Christian 
Living,” “Cheer Along the Way.” Price 15c. 








Order from your | 
bookstore or write us 
for complete catalogue 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati 3, Ohio 








FREE TITHING LITERATURE 
FREE to any Evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “GOD’S LOVING MONEY 
RULE FOR YOUR FINANCIAL PROS- 
PERITY” for each family in his congregation 
providing he will agree to give a talk on 
TITHING before distribution. Write stating 
denomination and number of leaflets desired 
to: TITHER, 710-J Title Insurance Building, 
Los Angeles 13, California. ; 
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A CALL FROM BLUESTONE 
PRESBYTERY 


We are facing a situation which should be of 
real concern to the whole church. If you cannot 
come and help us, will you not pray for us? Our 
Presbytery lies along the southern half of the 
State of West Virginia. Coal camps congest our 
highways. At least 75 percent of the population 
is dissociated from active membership in any 
evangelical church. Through years of sacrifice 
Presbyterianism has built up a foothold in many 
places for Christ. Today we are in danger of losing 
the ground which has been won. We have six va- 
eant fields. These are not in dying communities, 
but churches, with manses, paying from $2,000.00 
to $2,400.00 per year in salary, and located in 
growing communities. In spite of all that the Home 
Mission Committee can do, and the Committee on 
the Minister and His Work, we can locate no one 
who is interested in meeting these needs. We can- 
not feel it is God’s Will for our church to re- 
trench in this area which admittedly is the most 
needy and the most godless and the most difficult 
in our southland. Will you not help us? 


C. H. Patterson, Chairman of Home Missions 
of Bluestone Presbytery, Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Bluefield, W. Va. 


— 


Presbyterian Foundation 


About four years ago an elder left the residue 
of his estate to the Presbyterian Foundation, 
Charlotte, N. C., to be administered to the causes 
of our Church. Last year Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief received $292.00; Assembly’s 

ome Missions $627.00 and Foreign Missions 
$1,170.00 from the earnings of this bequest. This 
man loved the church and provided for his con- 
tribution to be carried on. How wise and prudent! 
What an example for others to follow. —C.T.W. 


—_—~—_—— 


Foreign Mission Receipts 
Show Increase 


Just as we go to press we have a telegram from 
Mr. Curry B. Hearn Treasurer as follows; “For- 
eign Mission Receipts this year $1,189,435.47, last 
year $1,141,747.51. Gain $47,687.96. Elders and 
Deacons Special Contributions included in both 
years.” Surely our whole Church will rejoice in 
this splendid record. 





Time Of Synod Meeting 
By Rev. W. E. Horrop, D.D.* 


The question of the time of the meeting of the 
Church courts is one that is continually arising, 
for instance several Presbyteries are considering 
whether or not they should have two, three or 
four meetings a year, and a number have two 
while a considerable number have four meetings 
a year. 


At times there has been a discussion of the 
Church year and times of the meeting of the As- 
sembly, but no change has been made to better 
correlate the program of the Church. 


Why is the Synod meeting held in the fall, five 
to six months after the beginning of the Church 
year, and four to five months after the meeting 







of the Assembly? Why not have the meeting of 
Synod in June or early in July, within thirty days 
or so after the Assembly? There are a number 
of decided advantages. 


In the first place, the program adopted by the 
Assembly would shortly go to the Synods, rather 
than being delayed until five or six months of the 
year were gone, before Synod took that program 
and adopted and approved it. 


The Home Mission Emergency Fund Campaign 
is a point in question. Plans can be made by the 
Home Mission Committee in the Synod for this 
campaign, but they are only tentative until Synod 
meets and approves them, and then the Campaign 
comes in a few weeks, leaving very little time 
for promotion of the program of Synod for the 
Campaign, 


The same was true of the designation of last 
year as Chapel Year. After six months of the year 
is gone, Synod is meeting and approving a pro- 
gram and making plans for co-operation in an 
Assembly program which only has six months yet 
to run. The same will be true with the designation 
of this year as Stewardship Year. Whereas, if the 
Synod met in June, these programs would come 
directly from the Assembly to the Synod, be adopt- 
ed and approved and go to a mid-summer meeting 
of a fall meeting of Presbytery, which could then 
4 held early in September, rather than in Oc- 
tober. 


In the second place, the pastor makes his plan 
for the fall program and inaugurates it, then there 
comes the meeting of Synod to interrupt for four 
to five days, if he is the Chairman of a Commit- 
tee and has to prepare a report, and the program 
lags because of his absence. With a June meeting 
of Synod he could project his program for the fall 
in the light of the actions taken by Synod and 
possibly Presbytery. 


_ In the third place, the time of greatest activity 
in the rural and small church is in the summer 
and early fall, and an earlier Synod meeting would 
mean that programs approved and recommended 
could be integrated into the program of the local 
Church before the time when bad weather and 
bad roads curtailed their activity. 


*Executive Secretary, Synod of West Virginia, 
Charleston, W. Va. 





A Woman Who Took Advantage 
Of Her Opportunities 
Day By Day 
By Rev. Hayes Clark* 


There are still some of those dear patient souls 
who are not discouraged by slow progress nor 
wearied by long and trying labors. Many people 
have labored at hard jobs in churches, knowing 
that in due season they would receive some small 
word of appreciation. The lady of which I shall 
tell has had few to know of the many years of 
quiet service she has rendered as the children of 
many churches have gathered in her home through 
the years to study and to recite the Catechisms. 


As I talked with this lady some years ago, she 
asked me to bring her as many children as I could 
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Faces free from all signs of inner conflicts. 
Minds free from fears and distrusts. Hearts 
full of faith, hope and love . . . they have inner 
peace. Thousands more share this soul-refresh- 
ing assurance that awaits you in those golden 
a of daily meditation and The QUIET 


A few minutes each day, alone with God and 
this inspiring devotional guide, will give you 
hours of abiding comfort, joy and release. Each 
quarterly issue contains 90 stimulating devo- 
tions consisting of a Bible verse, a meditation, 
¢ prayer and a thought to carry through each 

ay. 


Start today to fill your soul with life’s great- 
est treasure—inner peace—by mailing the cou- 
pon below. You will receive 365 daily devotions, 
one for every day for 12 months for only 25c. 
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so she could help them learn the catechisms. We 
both felt then and we both still believe that the 
quickest and most lasting way to teach the great 
teachings of the Word of God is through the Cate- 
chisms of the Presbyterian Church. To encourage 
the children to work hard she would have little 
treats for them when they finished their lessons 
each day. Then she would give 50c to those who 
recited the Child’s Catechism and $1.00 to those 
who finished the Shorter Catechism. This grand 
old lady continued to give of her meager income 
even after she became a widow. She told me once 
that she was often practically empty handed but 


never was she “broke” when someone recited a 
catechism to her. 


Many of those with whom we were working had 
never been to Sunday School and, hence, were far 
behind in their spiritual training. Two or three 
afternoons a week I would load up my car and 
bring the children into this lady from the outlying 
areas about a splendid Southern city in which I 
was doing mission work. Some were eager to work 
and would spend every spare moment during their 
school days to learn a few more answers. Others 
with all kinds of temperments would come and 
try her patience at times and they seemed more 
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interested in receiving the treat than in learning 
of God’s love. The teacher, well experienced in 
the ways of children, was eternally patient though 
she was beyond her 70th. birthday. Under her en- 
thusiasm and encouragement, my wife recited both 
the Child’s and the Shorter Catechism during the 
fierce heat of the summer. At that time my wife 
was looking after two babies under two years of 
age. She had been a Methodist and had never seen 
the Catechisms before. This is told not to throw 
roses to my wife but to show the personality of 
the teacher who was eager for all her friends to 
have the benefit of these systematic teachings of 
the Word of God. 


This lady who did her work for the Lord as each 
opportunity presented itself has continued to do 
this labor of love. About a quarter of a century 
ago, she was in bed for sometime and she had her 
Catechism classes to come by and gather around 
her bed to recite. Nearly 100 were studying the 
Catechisms then so the classes had to be held in 
small group so they could get into her bedroom. 


She has seen many begin the good work of 
learning the answers and then drop out and the 
time spent with those would seem all but wasted. 
But this true saint of the Lord would say some- 
thing like this: ‘‘That seemed like a little for my 
God but He will use it for His own purposes. 
You know, He is right with me and I’m just doing 
the work He wants me to do. I shall leave the 
results with Him.” 
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This “Catechism lady” had many disappoint- 
ments. I want to tell you of some of the joys that 
came to her. Two of these came while I was in the 
community. One little girl of 8 or 9 from a big 
family of underfed and under clothed folk came 
by one afternoon to see Mrs. M about 3 
o’clock. She wanted to get a Catechism so she 
could learn of God. No one thought she would ever 
finish it but she was back the next morning by 8 
o’clock all smiles ready to recite the Child’s Cate- 
chism that she had learned in that short while. 
Another of Mrs. M’s pupils finished the Larger 
Catechism and recited it to her pastor. It took her 
three hours to say it. Perhaps, the greatest joy 
came when the colored grocery boy recited the 
Catechism to her. She would let him recite a few 
questions each time he brought groceries. Day by 
day as she had opportunity she would help him 
and he tried patiently until the great day came 
and he recited perfectly the entire book and was 
given a New Testament. 


I believe there are many semi-invalids and shut- 
ins that could have good fellowship and do great 
service to God and to mankind by having Cate- 
chism classes in their homes. Certainly the na- 
tion would be better if these great books became 
a part of our youth. To overcome moral delin- 
quency we must inculcate great thoughts and great 
moral concepts. This lady who took advantage 
of her opportunities has made her city better. 


*Greenville, N. C. 





The Trinity In The Old 


Testament 


By Rev. G. Coleman Luck* 


It has been generally considered that the Old 
Testament reveals only the unity of God, and that 
the revelation of the Trinity is not given except 
in the New Testament Scriptures. Israel, as a na- 
tion, has proceeded throughout the past on such 
an assumption, and, rejecting the New Testament, 
has denied the Trinity. Several years ago, the 
writer was standing in front of a Mission, and he 
invited a Jewish lad who was passing by to attend 
the service then going on. This he refused to do, 
asserting that he only served one God, and intimat- 
ing that the Christian served more than one. Such 
we assured him to be not the case, as we too serve 
but one God—the Jehovah of the Old Testament. 
However while that God is one in Essence, He is 
three-fold in Person—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. While this triune nature is primarily a New 
Testament revelation, nothing could be farther 
from the truth than to consider it exclusively so. 
During the early history of Israel, when poly- 
theism was the besetting sin, necessity demanded 
that in the Old Testament emphasis should be 
placed upon the unity of God, with intimations 
as to the Trinity. During the present age, such 
an emphasis was not required, so the New Testa- 
ment emphasized the Trinity, with intimations as 
to the unity. But although the Old Testament does 
emphasize the unity of God, the Trinity is at the 
same time very plainly taught. 


_ While the word Trinity isnot a Biblical term 
itself, the doctrine for which it stands is entirely 


Scriptural, and by nature is beyond the power of 
man’s discovery, being of necessity a revelation 
of God Himself. It is very clearly taught in the 
New Testament (Matt. 28:19; John 14:16; etc), 
so we will not refer to the New Testament further, 
except in certain instances for the purpose of com- 
parison and greater enlargement. The Old Testa- 
ment both indicates the fact of the Trinity in the 
Godhead, and distinguishes the work of the various 
Members. 


I. The Trinity As Revealed In 
The Names Of God 


The first and most obvious intimation of the 
Trinity in the Old Testament is to be found in the 
fact that there are three primary names of God 
used. These names are Elohim (sometimes El, or 
Elah), Jehovah, and Adonai. Another striking fact 
is that there are three compounds used with El 
(Elohim)—El Shaddai, El Elyon, and El Olam— 
and three compounds used with Jehovah—Jehovah 
Elohim, Adonai Jehovah, and Jehovah Sabaoth. 
Thus we find three groups of three each in these 
oft used Old Testament names of Deity. Some 
have attempted to assign each of the three pri- 
mary names to the respective Persons of the 
Trinity, but an examination of some of the occur- 
rences of these names will reveal that they are 
used interchangeably for the various Persons of 
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the Godhead, it apparently being the purpose of 
God, in His wisdom, to leave such a complete dis- 
tinction of the work of Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit for New Testament revelation. This is in 
accordance with the principle already mentioned. 


Among these names of God, however, one is 
most indicative of the Triune nature of God, and 
that one is the name Elohim. Instead of being used 
in the singular number, as are the others, it is 
plural, and that plural in Hebrew which requires 
more than two. This name has been generally sup- 
posed by scholars throughout the age to be a clear 
intimation of the Trinity, and there seems to be 
no reason to doubt such a conclusion, especially 
in view of the fact that Elohim, though plural, is 
often used with a singular verb (as in Gen. 1:1). 

The central verse concerning the “three-in-one” 
nature of God, as drawn from His names, is to be 
found in Deuteronomy 6:4. Unfortunately the full 
force of this verse is lost in our English trans- 
lation, the Authorized Version reading: “Hear, O 
Israel: the LORD our God is one LORD.” By in- 
serting the original Hebrew names, the entire 
statement is clarified: “Hear, O Israel: JEHOVAH 
(singular number) our Elohim (plural) is one 
JEHOVAH.” Thus both the unity of Essence and 
the plurality of Person in the Godhead are empha- 
sized in this startling verse. How sad that Israel, 
despite this strong injunction should indeed have 
failed to “hear” this simple yet profound truth, 
revealed to them so many thousands of years ago. 


As Elohim is used some 2,500 times in the Old 
Testament, many other references could be quot- 
ed, but perhaps one additional will suffice to show 
the clear indications given of the uni-plural nature 
of God. In Genesis 1:26, 27 we read: “And Elohim 
said, Let us make man in our image, and after our 
likeness . . . So Elohim created man in his image, 
in the image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them.” Thus in the very first 
chapter of the first book of the Old Testament, 
the groundwork is laid for the more complete 
revelation to come: That “in the unity of the God- 
head there be three persons of one substance, 
power, and eternity; God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghost. The Father is of none, 
neither begotten nor proceeding; the Son is etern- 
ally begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost etern- 
ally proceeding from the Father and the son.’’* 


II. The Trinity As Revealed In The 
Dealings Of The Godhead 


_ From the names of God, and their interesting 
implications, we turn to the dealings of God with 


*Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter II, 
Article ITI. 


man in the Old Testament, in order to show that 
these varied dealings both require a Trinity of 
Persons in the Godhead, and clearly indicate min- 
istries of each. Perhaps the easiest of the three 
Persons to separate, as regards reference to His 
ministry, is the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity 
—the Holy Spirit. Just as clearly as in the New 
Testament, He is pictured as “eternally proceeding 
from the Father and Son” to make effective the 
gracious work of God with man. In Genesis 1:2, 
He first makes His appearance in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, in connection with the work of creation. 
There we read that while the earth was “without 
form and void” and darkness reigned, either be- 
fore any order had been made, or as a result of 
some cataclysmic change between Genesis 1:1 and 
1:2, “the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters.” Interesting it is to note that the word 
for Spirit used here (ruach) has eractly the same 
breadth of meaning as the New Testament word 
(pneuma), being translated variously as “spirit,” 
“wind,” “breath,” ete. How beautiful the thought 
that in the very dawn of creation, the Trinity was 
at work, each Member preparing the way for the 
appearance of man upon the scene. “The Spirit 
of God was brooding upon the face of the waters” 
(R. V. Margin)—-who can comprehend the eternal 
thoughts that were even then in His infinite mind 
concerning that which should come! 


Unlike His New Testament ministry , during 
which period we find Him dwelling in the hearts 
of all believers, the Holy Spirit may be traced 
through the Old Testament coming and going ac- 
cording to His sovereign will, especially empower- 
ing men for special service. Thus we find Joseph 
mentioned with relation to the interpretation of 
Pharaoh’s dream as “a man in whom the Spirit of 
God is.”” (Gen. 41:38). Bezaleel is “filled with the 
Spirit of God . . . to devise cunning works” in 
the construction of the Tabernacle (Ex. 31:2-5). 
He comes upon Balaam, causing that miserable 
prophet to give God’s word rather than his own 
(Num. 24:2). Likewise we find Him coming upon 
Samson (Judges 14:19; 15:14; ete.), upon Saul 
(I Sam. 10:10; 11:6; 19:23), upon Saul’s mes- 
sengers (I Sam. 19:20), on Azariah (II Chron. 
15:1), on Ezekiel (Ez. 11:24), ete. Thus the em- 
powering ministry of the Holy Spirit is quite 
plainly taught in the Old Testament, and revelation 
was given concerning His then future ministry 
in the great prophecy of Joel (2:28-32), a prophecy 
which is quoted by Peter in his sermon on the day 
of Pentecost as being fulfilled during the pres- 
ent age (Acts 2:15-21). 


It is a somewhat more difficult problem to dis- 
tinguish the separate work of the other two Per- 
sons of the Godhead, though this is possible to 
a certain extent. However our present purpose is 
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not so much to establish the individual work of the 
Members of the Trinity, as to establish the fact 
of the genera] revelation of all three in the Old 
Testament, and this is quite easy to do as concerns 
Father and Son. 


In several important Old Testament Scriptures 
we find the Father and Son speaking either to 
or of each other in a way that very clearly indi- 
cates their separate identity. In Zech. 3:2, we 
read: “And Jehovah said unto Satan, Jehovah 
rebuke thee, O Satan” (R. V.). The only sensible 
interpretation to be given to such a verse would 
be “Jehovah (the Son) said ... ‘Jehovah (the 
Father) rebuke thee, O Satan.’” Psalm 110:1, oft 
quoted in the New Testament, gives an even 
plainer instance of the distinction between Father 
and Son: “Jehovah saith unto my Lord (Adonai), 
Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool.” This was acknowledged 
by the Jews to refer to the Messiah, but was quoted 
by our Lord to the utter confounding of the Phari- 
sees (Mt. 22:44; Mk. 12:36; Lk. 20:42,43), since 
they refused to acknowledge that the Messiah was 
the Second Person of the Godhead, and to accept 
the simple interpretation: “Jehovah (the Father) 
saith unto my Lord (the Son), Sit thou, etc.” That 
such an interpretation is correct is established by 
the further citations of this verse in Acts 2:34 
and Heb. 1:13. 


In that great Messianic prophecy the Second 


Psalm, even the relationship between the First - 


and Second Persons of the Trinity is revealed: 
“Jehovah said unto me, Thou art my son; This day 
have I begotten thee. Ask of me, and I will give 
thee the nations for thine inheritance, And the 
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possessions 

. Be instructed, ye judges of the earth... 


Kiss the son, lest he be angry, and ye perish in 
the way.” This passage is definitely established as 
referring to God the Father and God the Son in 
Heb. 1:5 and 5:5. Psalm 40:6-8 is another refer- 
ence to the Son speaking to the Father (Heb. 
10:7-9). 


So far as the unique manistry of the Second 
Person is concerned, it is possible to distinguish 
this also more or less clearly in the Old Testament. 
The fact that the Second Person would become 
incarnate is certainly intimated in the appear- 
ances of God in human form, the Theophanies 
(Gen. 18:1, 13, 17-22; 32:24-30; Josh. 5:13-15; 
Ez. 40:3; Dan. 8:15; ete.). Again there are direct 
predictions of the incarnation of the Second Per- 
son in connection with redemption (as in Gen. 
3:15), and also in connection with the Davidic 
Covenant (see Isa. 7:13,14; 9:6,7; Jer. 23:5,6; 
etc.). 


Another phase of the ministry of the Second 
Person in the Old Testament which would require 
many pages for a full examination is that con- 
nected with the Angel of Jehovah. This Angel, 
mentioned numerous times in the Old Testament, 
is always distinguished from all other angels. 
Various texts indicate that He is more than an 
ordinary angel, as He speaks of Himself as God, 
and receives the reverence and worship due only 
to God. “It is noteworthy and of great interest 
that the ancient Jews in their traditions regarded 
the Angel of the Lord, in every instance, not as 
an ordinary angel, but as the only mediator be- 
tween God and the world, the author of all revela- 
uons, to wnom they gave the name Metatron. They 
called him ‘the angel of the countenance’ (see Isa. 
63:9). because He always sees and beholds God’s 
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countenance, and they speak of him as the highest 
revelation of the unseen God, a partaker of His 
nature and of His majesty. They speak of him as 
the Shechinah. A talmudical statement declares 
‘the Méetatron, the Angel of the Lord, is united 
with the most high God by oneness of nature,’ 
while another source speaks of him as ‘having 
dominion over all created things.’ ’’* 


By reference to numerous Scriptures (Gen. 
16:7; 18:1; 22:11, 12; 48:15, 16; 31:11-18; 32:24. 
32; Ex. 3:2, 14; Josh. 5:13, 14; Judges 13:19-22; 
2 Kings 19:35; Zech. 14:1-4; 1 Chron. 21:15, 16; 
Ps. 34:7; ete.) it will be readily seen that this 
mighty Angel is none other than an incarnation 
of Jehovah Himself. The fact that He is sometimes 
referred to as Jehovah and sometimes  distin- 
guished from Jehovah speaks once again of the 
Trinity of which He is the Second Person (e. g. 
compare Ex. 23:20 and 32:34 with 33:14). 


One other notable passage must be cited as a 
preincarnation work of the Second Person of the 
Holy Trinity, and this is to be found in Proverbs 
8:22-36. Here the divine Wisdom is mentioned in 
such a way as to indicate that the reference is 
more than a mere personification of an attribute 
of God. This Wisdom says: “Jehovah possessed 
me in the beginning of his way, before his works 
of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the 
beginning, or ever the world was ... when he 
appointed the foundations of the earth: Then was 

by him, as one brought up with him: and I was 
daily his delight, rejoicing always before him.. . 
Whoso findeth me findeth life.’”” When this strik- 
ing passage is viewed in the fuller light of John 
1:1-3 and Col. 1:17, it is very clear that the Wis- 
dom of God is indeed the Second Person of the 
Divine Trinity—Christ the Word of God, and the 
Wisdom of God. 


In closing, let us return once again to the first 
chapter of the Bible for a parting word. In verse 
two, the Spirit of God has already been distin- 
guished. In verse three, God the Father speaks, 
and we have for the first time recorded in Scrip- 
ture the Word of God, whom we have learned to 
be God the Son. Thus in the first three verses of 
Genesis, clear intimation is given that God is one 
in Essence, that God is plural in Person, and the 
three separate Persons of the Godhead are dis- 
tinguished. Truly God’s revelation is most com- 
plete from beginning to end, and is but awaiting 
the study of the spiritual mind to bring forth its 
wonders to view! 


We conclude therefore that the Old Testament 
very definitely teaches the fact of the Trinity in 
the Godhead, and distinguishes the work of the 
various Members of this Trinity. However after 
these facts have been established, we still stand 
in amazement at the wonder of the doctrine itself, 
and realize that at best we can but faintly under- 
stand it. Perhaps the farthest we can go with our 
finite minds is to re-echo the words of the half- 
witted boy, who having come forward to make his 
confession simply held up three fingers and said: 
“Three in One, and One in Three, and the One 
in the middle died for me!” Praise God for the 
work of the Blessed Trinity in our redemption: 
the Father who planned it, and sent His only Son 
to die for us; the Son who accomplished it on 
Calvary’s Cross; the Holy Spirit who makes it 


effective in our lives by His regenerating ministry. 


*Goodland Indian Orphanage, Hugo, Okla. 
*A. C. Gaebelein, “The Angels of God,” P. 20. 
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The Advantages Of A 
Divided Church 
By Dr. Adoniram Judson Gordon 


In the winter of 1890, the Evangelical Alliance 
met in Boston. It fell to Dr. Gordon to give the 
address of welcome to the delegates. The following 
remarks on church unity are part of the address. 


If a divided Church meant a divided Christ, we 
might well lament and weep over the sects of 
Christendom; but if these sects hold the Head, 
this cannot be the case. As a handful of quick- 
silver flung to the earth breaks into a hundred 
separate globules, each reflecting a full-orbed 
sun, so, though by disruptions and revolutions 
and reformations, the Church has been broken 
into a hundred sects, each sect may hold in the 
bosom of its faith a full-orbed Christ. 


Therefore, I beg you to reflect that for the 
last hundred years our ascended Lord has been 
showing what He can do through a divided Church, 
thus bringing higher glory to Himself out of what 
many regard as a most lamentable evil. “Divide 
and conquer,” is a maximum of skillful general- 
ship. What if our great Commander has said to 
His Church, “Be divided and conquer!” I cannot 
otherwise translate the providence of the nine- 
teenth century. The door of every nation under 
Heaven was to be opened during this hundred 
years; but the experience of all history proves 
that had the Church been outwardly one, a con- 
servative organic unity, holding all parts together, 
and moving them according to a uniform law of 
action, she would have been unequal to the task 
of entering these doors and conquering these na- 
tions. 


But look again. These sects have put into the 
field one hundred and forty-six foreign mission- 
ary societies, which are now operating along 
various lines, and by diverse methods, for giving 
the Gospel to the world. By the division of labor 
providentially arranged, the Scriptures have been 
translated into two hundred and eighty dialects, 
the work of translation having progressed so 
rapidly that, as we close the ninth decade of this 
century, we find the Bible accessible to nine- 
tenths of the entire human family. 


Observe, too, how the Christian forces have 
been deployed, as though an invisible commander 
had been arranging for his final campaign. There 
are forty missionary societies operating in India, 
thirty-three in China, thirty-four in Africa. Is 
there any likelihood that there would be a tenth 
of this number in the three fields, or a hundredth 
of the men whom they employ, if there were only 
one great and all-inclusive Church, to which the 
evangelization of the world was intrusted? Take 
the Dark Continent, for example. Thirty-three 
regiments of the Protestant army have complete- 
ly invested it, as though all ready to move inward 
for a final conquest. “The nineteenth century has 
made the African free,’ says Victor Hugo; “the 
twentieth is to make him a man.” But he can- 
not be a man except he is acquainted with the 
divine Man, who alone can strike the fetters from 
his soul as he struck the chains from his body. 
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“Is Christ divided?” asked the apostle, cen- 
turies ago. And from hundreds of missionary fields 
the answer comes today, “Yes, divided, only that 
He may be the more completely distributed to a 
starving world!’ And over all we seem to see our 
risen Lord, holding in His pierced hands the frag- 
ments of His mystical body, the Church, and say- 
ing to the hungry nations, “This is My Body brok- 
en for you.” 


But one may say, “Yes,” but think of the wreck 
of doctrine, and the discord of faith, which have 
been brought about by this aisruption of the 
Church. True, but what of the gains which have 
come out of this great loss? In the disintegration 
of the Church a vast amount of free thinking and 
cheerless speculation has been set free, even as 
the cold is liberated by the breaking up of a solid 
block of ice. 


But the question is: Has the ultimate tempera- 
ture of Christianity been lowered or raised by 
the process? It is a magnificent answer which 
Professor Dollinger makes to those who point to 
the successive waves of deadly rationalism which 
have swept over Germany in the last three hun- 
dred years, as a convincing proof of the criminal 
era of that church disruption brought about by 
Luther and his fellow-reformers. Admitting the 
evil of the rationalism, Dr. Dollinger replies that, 
nevertheless, nine-tenths of all the best exegesis 
and the best theology of Germany has been con- 
tributed by this Protestant Church which Luther 
led out from Rome. Here is a confirmation of the 
same idea of disunity working out the highest 
unity. The full beauty of a ray of light never ap- 
ears till it has been broken in the prism. So the 
oe and glory of divine truth is destined to 
be made fully manifest only through the refrac- 
tion which it has suffered in its sectarian di- 
visions. 
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Remains Of The Alba 


The rebuilding of this structure is the most needed work before the Presbyterian Church today. For 
thirty-eight years the old Alba served all agencies of the Church. Every branch of the Church’s work 
will suffer if it is not rebuilt. One hundred and eighty students and teachers lost their college home in 
the burning of the Alba. 

The Board of Directors asked the President to make an urgent emergency appeal to the Church and 
all of its agencies. This emergency appeal has the hearty approval of the General Assembly Stewardship 
Committee. The General Assembly, the Woman’s Auxiliary, the Young People of the Presbyteries and 
the Assembly, Sunday School Superintendents, Educational Association, Foreign Missionaries, Home 
Missionaries, Leaders of Religious Education—all need the Alba for their meetings. All should help re- 
store it. 

As a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies that it may bring forth a richer harvest, so may 
there rise from the ashes of the Alba a better and greater structure. 

In the heart of our Church’s home, a worthy, permanent, fireproof and beautiful building must be 
erected for the service of the whole Church. We estimate about $200,000.00, in addition to the insurance, 
is needed for this great work. 

Let us all go to the task willingly, liberally and promptly and all will rejoice together when 
the work is done. 


Make all checks payable to R. C. Anderson, Treasurer, and mark for the New Hotel. 


MOUNTAIN RETREAT ASSOCIATION 
R. C. Anderson, D.D., President — Montreat, North Carolina 





